
1. Is the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
planning to move their main entrance?
Yes, the Arboretum entrance is planned to be relocated 
as shown in the Arboretum Master Plan. The timing of 
the move is to be determined (see Question 4 below).

Based on issues identified through the Arboretum 
Area Transportation Plan (AATP) technical analysis and 
public input, we have incorporated the relocation of the 
Arboretum’s main entrance into improvement plans for 
Highway 5. Relocating the main entrance will make the 
old location available for use as the primary exit during 
busy times.
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2. Why is the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
moving their main entrance? Won’t this just 
move the traffic and congestion problems?
Congestion issues already exist today on Highway 5 
during weekday peak hours. These issues are magnified 
during Arboretum events on weekdays and weekends. 
For a visual of existing and future traffic conditions, see 
Highway 5 Improvement Needs.

We collected traffic data during events to understand 
the issues and extents of backups. The  congestion 
issues are largely due to the Arboretum’s site itself not 
moving traffic through efficiently during events.

Moving the main entrance for the Arboretum will allow 
for ticketing changes on site to provide better flow and 
to remove backups from Highway 5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Highway 5 is planned to be expanded to four lanes 
in the future. This expansion will add capacity on 
Highway 5 to adequately handle through-traffic and 
will provide turn lanes for access to Minnewashta 
Parkway and the relocated Arboretum entrance. This 
will allow for efficient movements both through and at 
the intersection during peak hours and events. This will 
be very different than today and will result in adequate 
operations for all users through this area.

3. Why is a signal being considered at 
the Minnewashta Parkway/Highway 5 
intersection?
We heard from the community that delays and safety 
are primary concerns for getting in and out of the 
Minnewashta Parkway neighborhood. A summary of 
comments and feedback about intersection options are 
shown below.
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Open house attendees were asked to identify concepts 
they could support. An online survey was also offered.
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Highway 5 Intersections (Rolling Acres to Highway 41)
Highway 5/Rolling Acres Road

Intersection Concepts
Highway 5/Minnewashta Parkway 

Intersection Concepts
82nd Street/Bavaria Road

Intersection Concepts
82nd Street/McKnight Road

Intersection Concepts
82nd Street/Highway 41

Intersection Concepts

82nd Street West Intersections and Alignments

Highway 5/Highway 41
Intersection Concepts

Highway 5/Crimson Bay Road/Arboretum 
Drive Intersection Concepts Bavaria Road Trail Location82nd Street Alignment: 

West Curve Concepts
82nd Street Alignment: 

McKnight Curve Concepts

Summary of  Comments

Feedback

Overall scores of 
the pink, red, and 
purple concepts 
were the same.

Denotes concept with highest overall score as assigned by the project technical 
team. Concepts were scored on how well they supported project goals.Concept  Preference   

Concern for safety of 
young drivers at Hwy 5/
Minnewashta Parkway 

intersection

Traffic light at Hwy 5/
Minnewashta Parkway 

needed now

Concern that traffic from the 
Arboretum will use Tristan 

Drive if it is extended. 

Concern about access to 
the Apple House from 
southbound Rolling 

Acres Road

Desire to have timing of existing 
traffic signal at Hwy 5 and 

Rolling Acres Road/Bavaria Road 
adjusted to reduce wait time 

during off-peak hours. 

Urban (no median) 
option preferred for 
82nd Street typical 

section

Concern that young 
drivers wouldn’t be able 

to manage roundabout at 
82nd Street/Bavaria Road

Desire for trail underpass 
at Hwy 5 at intersection 
of Rolling Acres Road/

Bavaria Road

Open house attendees were offered a chance to leave written comments on large printed layouts of the concepts.

79 
Open House

Number of respondents:
50+ 

Online

Two-lane 
roundabout w/

right-turn bypass

27 (19%)

Signalized 
full access

62 (44%)

Signalized full 
access - NB to SB  
acceleration lane

52 (37%)

Two-lane 
roundabout

31 (25%)

Signalized 
full access

92 (75%)

Right-in/right-out & 
connection to 78th

69 (68%)

Right-in/right-
out with left 

turn-in & U-turn
12 (12%)

Right-in/right-out 
with left turn-in

20 (20%)

Displaced 
left-turn

12 (10%)Partial displaced 
left-turn with 

additional lane 
on Hwy 41
19 (15%)

Partial displaced 
left-turn

43 (35%)

Full-access - 
additional lane on 

Hwy 41 & dual lefts

50 (40%)

Traffic signal

18 (23%)

Roundabout

61 (77%)

Single-lane 
roundabout

35 (49%)

Side-street 
stop controlled 

intersection

36 (51%)

Traffic signal

50 (69%)

Roundabout

22 (31%)

Green alignment

37 (60%)

Yellow alignment

25 (40%)

Yellow 
alignment

8 (11%)

Red alignment

24 (34%)

Purple alignment

13 (19%)

Pink alignment 
(roundabout only)

25 (36%)
West side trail

28 (48%)

East side trail

30 (52%)

Feedback about 
intersection options 
from the Public Open 
House and follow-up 
online survey held in 
December 2019.

Summary of comments received during the 
Public Open House held in July 2019.

Continued on next page

Hwy 5 (Arboretum Blvd)
• Safety concerns at:

- 78th St/Steiger Lake Rd intersection
- Curve west of Park Dr/Kochia Ln
- Access to Lake Minnewashta 

peninsula
• Noise concerns
• Too much tra�c
• Expand entire corridor to 4-lane
• Add pedestrian bridge/tunnel at 78th 

St or Kochia Ln
• Add tra�c control at entrance to 

Landscape Arboretum
• Add southern entrance to Landscape 

Arboretum
• Reduce speed limit west of Hwy 13

Hwy 5/Minnewashta Pkwy intersection
• Safety concerns 
• Long waits onto Hwy 5
• Many residents avoid intersection
• Concern for potential impacts to local farm
• Concern about Hwy 5 changes increasing tra�c on 

Minnewashta Pkwy
• Add intersection control such as light or roundabout

Hwy 5/Crimson Bay 
Rd intersection
• Di�cult to turn left onto 

Hwy 5
• Add tra�c control such as 

roundabout

Rolling Acres Road
• Safety concerns at bus stops
• Private driveway safety concerns related to visibility 

and lack of turn lanes/shoulders
• Dangerous to cross for mailboxes
• Noise issues
• Drainage issues near Hwy 7
• Connect existing trails/paths
• Reduce speed limit
• Limit commercial vehicle tra�c
• Reduce runo� to protect water quality in Schutz Lake
• Add turn lane at Mt Olivet Church
• Need better lighting, signs, and less steep ditches
• Add tra�c signal at St Moritz

Trail crossing
• Dangerous crossing, 

tra�c too fast
• Confusion about 

yielding for bicycles
• Add crossing light, 

better markings Hwy 41/78th St 
intersection
• Improve pedestrian 

crossing
• Add tra�c control

Hwy 5/Park Dr/Kochia Ln intersection
• Add tra�c control such as signal light or roundabout
• Add pedestrian/bicycle bridge or tunnel
• Reduce speed limit
• Make longer right turn lane onto Park Dr
• Grade hill to east to improve visibility
• Add noise control

Hwy 13/Hwy 7 
intersection
• Tra�c backups
• Recon�gure intersection

Downtown Victoria
• Add left turn arrow from 

downtown onto Hwy 5
• Add SouthWest Metro Park & 

Ride lot in western Victoria

This is a summary of comments submitted 
at the �rst Public Open House. Comments 
are categorized as ISSUES or SUGGESTIONS. 

Please visit the website to learn more about 
the project and to sign up to receive project 
updates by email.

Thanks for your input!

Hwy 11 (Victoria Dr)
• Safety concern when 

turning onto Hwy 5
• Confusion when exiting 

Dairy Queen exit

82nd Street West
• Concern about potential connection 

to Lyman Blvd
• Concern about right-of-way 

acquisition for road changes
• Add tra�c signal at McKnight Rd
• Build planned connection
• Pave roadway

Hwy 41
• Improve pedestrian 

crossing at Hwy 5
• Expand to 4 lanes

Bavaria Rd
• Add right turn lane at 

Emerald Crest Memory Care
• Add roundabout at 82nd St
• Review speed limit

Public Open House
MN Landscape Arboretum, July 16, 2019, 5 - 7 p.m.

Feedback

130+
Attendees
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https://www.arboretum.umn.edu/UserFiles/File/ArboretumCirculation_ProgramDevelopmentPlan_web.pdf
https://www.co.carver.mn.us/home/showdocument?id=20439
https://www.co.carver.mn.us/home/showdocument?id=20573


If we do nothing at this intersection, the issues on 
Highway 5 and backups on Minnewashta Parkway 
will worsen. Predicted traffic increases on Highway 5 
will reduce gaps available to merge onto the highway, 
leading to an increase in risk-taking behaviors and other 
safety concerns.

The project team looked at both a signal and roundabout 
concept for the intersection. The Signalized Full Access 
(Concept1) operates best for both Highway 5 and 
Minnewashta Parkway.

https://www.co.carver.mn.us/ArboretumAreaTransportationPlan

Highway 5 and Minnewashta Parkway/
Relocated Arboretum Access
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Moving the Arboretum entrance as the fourth leg of 
this intersection allows for signal installation (if traffic 
warrants met). If the Arboretum entrance is not 
relocated, a signal is unlikely to be added in the  
next  20 years.

4. When will the signal be installed?
A temporary signal is planned to be installed at the 
intersection in Spring 2021 due to construction on 
Minnewashta Parkway.

Installation of a permanent traffic signal will depend 
on the timing of the Highway 5 four-lane expansion 
and Arboretum entrance relocation. This timing is 
not known yet, but the County, cities and MnDOT are 
actively looking for funding. 

A Twin Cities Regional Solicitation application for 
federal funding was submitted for a portion of Highway 
5 including the Minnewashta Parkway intersection. 
This is a competitive funding application. If this project 
is awarded funds, it would be for construction in years 
2024-2025.  We will know more this fall. The project 
shown in the funding application is similar to the 
Highway 5 concepts layout presented at the second 
public open house.

Learn more     www.co.carver.mn.us/ArboretumAreaTransportationPlan

Angie Stenson, AICP
Carver County Senior Transportation Planner
Phone: 612-360-7422
Email: astenson@co.carver.mn.us

More questions? 
Contact the project manager:
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This map was created using a compilation of 
information and data from various City, County, 
State, and Federal offices.  It is not a surveyed or 
legally recorded map and is intended to be used 
as a reference.  Carver County is not responsible 
for any inaccuracies contained herein.
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We want to  
hear from you!

Review the concepts  
and let us know which  

you can support.

What do 
you think?

Vehicle Mobility
• Intersection capacity
• Vehicle delay
• Ability to support future growth

User Safety
• Ability to reduce vehicle crashes 
• Safety for pedestrians & bicyclists

Support Multimodal Network
• Perceived comfort for  

non-motorized traffic
• Additional connections for  

non-motorized traffic

Respect the Environment
• Impacts to historic resources
• Impacts to natural resources
• Impacts to private property

Financial Responsibility
• Anticipated cost of improvement 

& agency support

Key to Scores

5. Are there plans to move the existing 
pedestrian/bicycle underpass near 
Minnewashta Parkway?
No, the underpass will remain in place and open to the 
public for walking and biking access under Highway 5. 
A new trail is currently under construction on the south 
side of Highway 5 that will connect the underpass to 
Highway 41. This trail will be open to the public and will 
not require entry into the gated area of the Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum.

https://www.co.carver.mn.us/home/showdocument?id=19211
mailto:astenson@co.carver.mn.us
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https://www.co.carver.mn.us/home/showdocument?id=20577

