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Crystal Hana Kim - If You Leave Me (KIM 2018)
When the communist-backed army from the north invades her home, sixteenyear-old Haemi Lee, along with her widowed mother and ailing brother, is forced
to flee to a refugee camp along the coast. For a few hours each night, she
escapes her family's tragic circumstances with her childhood friend, Kyunghwan.
Kyunghwan doesn't realize his older and wealthier cousin, Jisoo, has his sights
set on the beautiful and spirited Haemi--and is determined to marry her before
joining the fight. But as Haemi becomes a wife, then a mother, her decision to
forsake the boy she always loved for the security of her family sets off a dramatic
saga that will have profound effects for generations to come.

Ocean Vuong – On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous (VUO 2019)
On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot
read. Written when the speaker, Little Dog, is in his late twenties, the letter
unearths a family's history that began before he was born -- a history whose
epicenter is rooted in Vietnam -- and serves as a doorway into parts of his life his
mother has never known, all of it leading to an unforgettable revelation. At once
a witness to the fraught yet undeniable love between a single mother and her
son, it is also a brutally honest exploration of race, class, and masculinity. Asking
questions central to our American moment, immersed as we are in addiction,
violence, and trauma, but undergirded by compassion and tenderness,

Helen Houng – The Bride Test (HOU 2019)
Khai Diep has no feelings. Well, he feels irritation when people move his things
or contentment when ledgers balance down to the penny, but not big,
important emotions--like grief. And love. He thinks he's defective. His family
knows better--that his autism means he just processes emotions differently.
When he steadfastly avoids relationships, his mother takes matters into her own
hands and returns to Vietnam to find him the perfect bride.

Min Jin Lee – Pachinko (LEE 2017)
Pachinko follows one Korean family through the generations, beginning in early
1900s Korea with Sunja, the prized daughter of a poor yet proud family, whose
unplanned pregnancy threatens to shame them. Sunja finds unexpected
salvation when a young tubercular minister offers to marry her and bring her to
Japan. So begins a sweeping saga of exceptional people in exile from a homeland
they never knew and caught in the indifferent arc of history. Through desperate
struggles and hard-won triumphs, they are bound together by deep roots as
their family faces enduring questions of faith, family, and identity.
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Alan Brennert – Molokai (BRE 2004)
Rachel Kalama, a spirited seven-year-old Hawaiian girl, dreams of visiting far-off
lands like her father, a merchant seaman. Then one day a rose-colored mark
appears on her skin, and those dreams are stolen from her. Taken from her
home and family, Rachel is sent to Kalaupapa, the quarantined leprosy
settlement on the island of Moloka'i. Here her life is supposed to end - but
instead she discovers it is only just beginning. With a vibrant cast of vividly
realised characters, Moloka'i is the true-to-life chronicle of a people who
embraced life in the face of death.

Gina Apostol – Insurrecto (APO 2018)
Two women, a Filipino translator and an American filmmaker, go on a road trip
in Duterte's Philippines, collaborating and clashing in the writing of a film script
about a massacre during the Philippine-American War. Chiara is working on a
film about an incident in Balangiga, Samar, in 1901, when Filipino revolutionaries
attacked an American garrison, and in retaliation American soldiers created "a
howling wilderness" of the surrounding countryside. Magsalin reads Chiara's film
script and writes her own version. Within the spiraling voices and narrative
layers of Insurrecto are stories of women--artists, lovers, revolutionaries,
daughters--finding their way to their own truths and histories.

Amy Tan – Saving Fish from Drowning (TAN)
On an ill-fated art expedition into the southern Shan state of Burma, eleven
Americans leave their Floating Island Resort for a Christmas-morning tour-and
disappear. Through twists of fate, curses, and just plain human error, they find
themselves deep in the jungle, where they encounter a tribe awaiting the return
of the leader and the mythical book of wisdom that will protect them from the
ravages and destruction of the Myanmar military regime. A gripping morality
tale about the consequences of intentions-both good and bad-and about the
shared responsibility that individuals must accept for the actions of others.

Lisa Ko – The Leavers (KO 2018)
One morning, Deming Guo's mother, Polly, an undocumented Chinese
immigrant, goes to her job at a nail salon--and never comes home. No one can
find any trace of her. Deming is left mystified and bereft. Eventually adopted by
a pair of well-meaning white professors, Deming is moved from the Bronx to a
small town upstate and renamed Daniel Wilkinson. But far from all he's ever
known, Daniel struggles to reconcile his adoptive parents' desire that he
assimilate with his memories of his mother and the community he left behind.

Thi Bui – The Best We Could Do (BUI 2017)
This beautifully illustrated and emotional story is an evocative memoir about the
search for a better future and a longing for the past. Exploring the anguish of
immigration and the lasting effects that displacement has on a child and her
family, Bui documents the story of her family's daring escape after the fall of
South Vietnam in the 1970s, and the difficulties they faced building new lives for
themselves.
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