
 

 

 
 
June 26, 2019 
 
Phase III Archaeology Update 
 
We have opened 11 test units as of this week. 8 of those are complete and we have three that 
are currently active. We have laid out the remaining 9 test units along the trail route, testing 
areas that either showed significance during the Phase I and II testing or areas that were not 
tested as fully. The goal is to recover as much information as possible about the history and 
prehistory of Coney Island before it gets disturbed or destroyed by the trail construction. We 
are working toward mitigating those adverse effects to the Historic Coney Island and also 
answering research questions that surround the precontact period on the island such as: were 
Native Americans using the island continuously or were they there only during specific seasons 
or only in certain years with gaps between? We would also like to know more about how the 
island was used by Native Americans, for example, were they using it for a day or two to camp 
and fish or hunt and then they would move on or was it used as a longer-term habitation site? 
We also want to try and answer research questions surrounding the historic period that we can't 
answer through the historical record. For example, we know who owned what properties and 
when, but there are no building permits for the island so can we figure out when properties were 
modified and by which owners?  
 
We are completing an average of about one test unit per day with three going at once. Artifacts 
that we have recovered so far include precontact material (stone from making tools, pottery 
fragments, and animal and fish bone) and historic material (glass, metal nails, metal cans, and 
ceramics).  
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