
Upland Preserves 
in the WMO

• Decrease the volume and rate of runoff by 
preserving soil absorption and plant uptake

• Under permanent conservation easement

• Volume practice only



Upland Preserves in the WMO

15
upland 

preserves 
approved

1
wooded

12
prairie

2
wooded/prairie

59 ac
upland 

preserve area



1. Permanently preserved areas consisting of trees or 
predominantly native vegetation

2. Areas restored to predominantly native vegetation

Not eligible: 

• Areas within setbacks (steep slopes, wetland buffers)

• Areas receiving other volume credits or park dedication

What areas qualify?



0.5” over the area preserved or restored
for constrained sites

1.0” over the area preserved or restored
for unconstrained sites

How is upland preserve credited?



How is upland preserve credited?



Documentation Monumentation

What does the WMO review for?



Protection during construction

What does the WMO review for?



Planting or seeding plan

What does the WMO review for?



Operation & Maintenance Plan *Includes establishment!

What does the WMO review for?



Alternative Practices - Tree Boxes



Alternative Practices - Trees near filtration basins



Challenges faced
“Who’s in charge around here!?”

(identifying responsible party)



Challenges faced
“The early years matter!”

(keeping to an establishment plan)



Challenges faced
“That’s not my lawn?”

(clearly marking boundaries)



Example – Peace Lutheran



• Kristen

Example – Interlachen Woods



Example - Sagewood


