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INTRODUCTION

Carver County is developing the TH 5 Regional Trail 
Master Plan to fulfi ll a long-term planning objective 
of establishing a regional trail connecting several 
popular regional facilities and community centers. 
The TH 5 Regional Trail will utilize a combination of 
existing local trails, existing regional trails and unbuilt 
trail segments. 

When completed, the TH 5 Regional Trail will extend 
8.9 miles from the Carver County/Hennepin County 
line in Chanhassen, west to the Lake Minnetonka 
LRT Regional Trail in the City of Victoria. The trail 
will provide an off -road alternative for people to 
travel east and west for commuting or recreation, 
with connections to downtown Chanhassen, the 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and the Lake 

Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail. Many local trails 
connect to the trail corridor and the trail will create 
links to popular city parks, such as Chanhassen’s Lake 
Ann Park. The TH 5 Regional Trail will fulfi ll a segment 
of a Regional Trail Search Corridor as identifi ed by the 
Metropolitan Council. 
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SECTION I: BOUNDARIES, ACQUISITIONS, & AGREEMENTS

LOCATION AND CONTEXTUAL RELATIONSHIP

Located in eastern Carver County, the TH 5 Regional 
Trail will be classifi ed as a Regional Linking Trail, as 
defi ned by the Metropolitan Council. Linking trails are 
intended to provide connections between regional 
system units such as regional trails, regional parks, 
or park reserves. The TH 5 Regional Trail will provide 
a direct connection to the Lake Minnetonka LRT 
Regional Trail. The eastern boundary of the proposed 
trail corridor will be two miles from the Minnesota 
River Bluff s LRT Regional Trail, and existing local 
trails that extend along TH 5 in Hennepin County will 
provide trail connections to this regional trail. Trunk 
Highway 5 is also referred to as Arboretum Boulevard. 
For this master plan, the roadway will be referred to as 
Trunk Highway 5 (TH 5).

The TH 5 Regional Trail will enhance the region’s 
multi-modal transportation and recreation system by 
providing a safe and accessible trail connection to the 
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and 
one of the region’s premier destination trail facilities, 
the Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail, which in turn, 
connects to Carver Park Reserve. The TH 5 Regional 
Trail will provide direct connections for people 
living in the suburban communities of Victoria and 
Chanhassen to vital employment, transportation hubs, 
retail, and recreational sites in the west metropolitan 
area – providing safety, economic development, 
mobility, and environmental benefi ts. 

ACQUISITION AGREEMENTS OR EASEMENTS

There are two locations within the trail corridor that 
will require agreements with the property owner for 
trail development. These include additional land at 
the southeast corner of the TH 41/TH 5 intersection 
to provide additional space for trail and underpass 
development, and an agreement with the University 
Board of Regents to develop a trail within the 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. 

Acquisition Area A: TH 41/TH 5 Intersection

A trail underpass is proposed that extends from the 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum on the west, under 
TH 41 just south of the TH 5 intersection, connecting 
to MnDOT right-of-way on the east side of TH 41. 
Preliminary designs identify a need for an additional 
0.5 acres of land on the east side of TH 41 to develop 
the trail. The cost of this right-of-way is based on 2017 
tax assessed value is $96,000. There may be other 
options including easements or agreements with 
property owners.

Acquisition Area B: Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum

The University of Minnesota Board of Regents will 
require a service agreement to develop the trail across 
Arboretum property. Carver County will negotiate 
the terms of the service agreement and cost for trail 
development through the Arboretum property with 
Arboretum staff .

Willing Seller Policy

The regional trail acquisition, agreement, or easement 
process is typically a “willing-seller” approach. This 
means parcel acquisitions, agreements, or easements 
typically occurs when a property owner is willing and 
ready to. Several alternatives are often evaluated to 
best meet the needs of the property owner and the 
implementing agency. In addition, it is also common 
for an implementing agency to closely coordinate 
with local and regional agencies to partner on 
other opportunities that may assist in securing the 
required trail right-of-way. In turn, it is diffi  cult to 
determine when agreements will occur and when the 
trail construction will begin. Alternatives to acquire 
additional right-of-way may include the following:

• Route the regional trail to use portions of 
the property with marginal development 
potential. This could include land adjacent to 
wetland or flood fringes.

• Acquire regional trail easements for the trail 
route through owner/developer negotiations 
that may include redevelopment incentives.

• Work with the city and owner/developer to 
secure park dedication lands for the regional 
trail in advance of the actual development as 
applicable.

• Coordinate with city initiatives that may 
result in the acquisition of the entire 
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property/parcel, with the intent to resell 
the property subject to easements for the 
regional trail.

• Acquire the development rights to the 
property. Development areas would then be 
negotiated with the developer.

• Accept donations for portions of the property 
for the regional trail corridor.

• Acquire a portion of the property through 
purchase.
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SECTION II: DEMAND FORECAST

DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW

In general, recreation use trends are aff ected by 
demographic trends. By analyzing statewide and 
regional data, Carver County can begin to assess how 
the TH 5 Regional Trail will function within the larger 
trail network.

STATEWIDE AND REGIONAL TRENDS

The 2014-2018 State Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (SCORP), published by the Minnesota 
DNR, gives outdoor recreation decision-makers and 
managers a focused set of priorities and suggested 
actions to guide them as they make decisions 
about outdoor recreation. The SCORP outlines 
outdoor recreation trends, challenges, and issues, 
including protecting existing natural resources, 
sustaining existing facilities, promoting healthy 
lifestyles, connecting people with nature, and an 
increasing demand for a diverse range of recreation 
opportunities based upon population changes. 

The Metropolitan Council’s 2040 Regional Parks Policy 
Plan notes that, according to SCORP, several studies 
show that involvement in nature-based outdoor 
recreation among young adults and their children 
had decreased since the 1990s. SCORP also notes that 
location plays a signifi cant role because many users 
of the regional trail system live within three miles of 

the park or trail that they utilize. Regional trails play an 
important role because they provide healthful forms 
of exercise for people of all age groups that can be 
carried out by families, groups, or individuals.

According to SCORP, Minnesota’s growth rate has 
increased since 2000, but at a slower rate than in the 
1990s. Although population growth in the state has 
slowed, the geographic pattern of growth remained 
largely the same with the high growth areas centered 
on the Twin Cities metropolitan area. This new 
growth will fuel demands for near-home recreation 
opportunities in these areas. The Metropolitan 
Council’s Thrive 2040 MSP forecasted growth rate 
for the TH 5 Regional Trail’s primary service area is 
anticipated to increase by approximately to 22,000 
people (Figure 7). Outside factors such as gas prices, 
trail infrastructure improvements, and increased local 
sidewalk and trail network connectivity, may also 
promote increased use as trail users look for more 
recreation opportunities closer to home and use of 
the regional trail system as part of their transportation 
network. Within fully developed areas where 
population levels are expected to remain relatively 
stable, trail visitation levels and type of use will also 
refl ect shifting demographics of those areas.

METHODOLOGY

To analyze demographics specifi c to the TH 5 Regional 
Trail, Carver County used a quantitative measuring 
methodology that identifi es a primary service area 
that is two miles on all sides of the proposed trail 
corridor (Figure 4). This methodology provides detail 
specifi c to the primary service area for the proposed 
trail corridor, which is defi ned as users within two 
miles of the trail corridor. The demographic data on 
the following pages is based on the primary service 
area.

AGING POPULATION

While the trend of young adults and their children 
shows a reduction in their involvement in nature-
based recreation, SCORP notes that older adults have 
maintained a more stable involvement in outdoor 
recreation. Older adult recreation habits are well 
established and demand for their preferred activities 
will continue to be strong. However, as this group 
ages, physical limitations will require some park and 
trail visitors to change their recreational activities 
from higher intensity activities such as running, in-
line skating, and biking to lower-impact recreational 
activities such as walking, nature observation, and 
educational opportunities. Many of these activities are 
accommodated by the regional trail system. Figure 5 
shows that approximately 41 percent of the residents 
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in the primary service area are currently between the 
ages of 40 and 64. The TH 5 Regional Trail provides 
a recreational opportunity for older residents. A 
continuous, wide, and separated trail with limited 
elevation changes will serve this population well. This 
trail will also serve the population under the age of 18, 
the second largest population group in the primary 
service area, by providing a safe bicycle route to 
schools, parks, and other destinations. 

MINORITY POPULATIONS

Metropolitan Council demographers anticipate that 
by 2040, 40 percent of the region’s population will be 
people of color, compared with 24 percent in 2010. 
Within the primary service area, 10.47 percent of the 
population are non-white (Figure 6). The minority 
population within the service area is signifi cantly 
lower than the regional average, but a primary 
objective of the master plan is to accommodate 
present and future trail users of all backgrounds. One 
strategy that may be explored is providing Universal 
Pictorial Signage.

OTHER TRENDS AFFECTING RECREATION

Physical fi tness and access to recreation facilities 
are two elements that aff ect recreation trends. A 
2013 study by the Minnesota Department of Health 
found that statewide 26 percent of adults were obese 
and 36 percent were overweight. Obesity is a key 

Source: 2015 American Community Survey
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Figure 5:  Primary Service Area Age Distribution

Figure 6:  Primary Service Area Population By Race
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predictor for many future health problems, including 
diabetes. Lack of adequate exercise – partially 
resulting from inadequate outdoor recreation facilities 
or opportunities – is often cited as a contributor to 
obesity. Thus, many young people are not getting 
enough exercise and face future health risks. The 
economic health of the state relies on continued use 
and enjoyment of our outdoor recreation resources. 
Availability of a wide range of outdoor recreation 
opportunities is one of the factors most often cited 
as contributing to the state’s perceived high quality 
of life. Participation in outdoor recreation may 
correspond to a greater interest in and support for 
measures to protect land, facilities, and resources 
necessary to ensure those same activities are available 
for future generations. 

Physical inactivity causes numerous physical and 
mental health problems, is responsible for an 
estimated 200,000 deaths per year in the United 
States, and contributes to the obesity epidemic. 
The design of communities and the presence or 
absence of parks, trails, and other quality public 
recreational facilities aff ects people’s ability to reach 
the recommended 30 minutes each day of moderately 
intense physical activity. A growing number of studies 
show that people in activity-friendly environments are 
more likely to be physically active in their leisure time. 

For example, research fi ndings clearly indicate that 

better access to facilities, pleasant surroundings, safe 
places, walkable neighborhoods, and activity-friendly 
environments all encourage higher levels of active 
recreation. Proximity, connectivity, and design quality 
of trails can be added to this list to encourage more 
active lifestyles. 

This is especially the case with children, where better 
access to healthy choices is vital to reducing the rate 
of obesity. Since the 1970s the percentage of obese 
children 6 to 11 years old has tripled. Obesity has 
doubled among preschool children and adolescents. 
Turning these statistics around means increasing 
children’s physical activity and improving what they 
eat. 

Being able to reach or access a variety of destinations 
(e.g., parks, retail areas, tourist site, workplaces, health 
services, grocery stores) via trails is critical to many 
dimensions of a healthy community and healthy 
personal lifestyle. Ensuring that trails meet ADA 
standards is important to accommodate the broadest 
cross-section of user groups. 

MENTAL HEALTH

Several studies have demonstrated how being 
outdoors and in direct contact with nature leads 
to improved mental health and psychological 
development. Recent data show that mental health 
disorders will account for some of the world’s largest 

health problems in upcoming decades. People do not 
have to actively use nature to benefi t from it; rather, 
visual exposure is enough. The outdoor experience 
off ered along the TH 5 Regional Trail will, at some 
level, contribute positively to the collective well-being 
of the communities along the trail corridor.  
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SECTION III: DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT

When fully developed, the TH 5 Regional Trail will 
provide residents of Carver County with trail access to 
downtown Chanhassen, the University of Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum and the Lake Minnetonka 
LRT Regional Trail. Trail users will be able to use 
the TH 5 Regional Trail to travel between the Lake 
Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail to the Minnesota 
River Bluff s LRT Regional Trail on separated off -road 
facilities. (Figure 11). In addition, the regional trail will 
provide a separated, off -road facility for recreation 
and transportation purposes that will connect with 
adjacent local trails and other recreation amenities, 
such as Lake Ann Park, Chanhassen Recreation Center, 
and Bluff  Creek Elementary School. The trail will also 
provide connections to downtown Chanhassen, 
Paisley Park, and Lifetime Fitness. 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Permitted Regional Trail Uses

The regional trail will be open to the general public. 
The intended uses include walking, jogging, in-line 
skating, bicycling, and other uses mandated by 
state law including, but not limited to, non-motor 
electric personal assisted devices. Motorized vehicle 
and equestrian uses will be prohibited, except for 
motorized vehicles used by the Carver County and 
partner cities for maintenance or law enforcement 
activities or otherwise permitted for Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) access.

Regional Trail Design Guidelines

The trail design for the TH 5 Regional Trail is a 10-foot-
wide paved surface separated from vehicular traffi  c 
(Figure 10). There are several locations where the 
trail will remain in its current, eight-foot width until 
funding is available to widen these segments to ten 
feet, the desired width for regional trails in Carver 
County (Figure 14). A bituminous trail surface is 
preferred because it is cost-eff ective, less prone to 
erosion than aggregate surfaces, provides for a more 
desirable trail user experience.

Several factors will be taken into consideration 
as fi nal designs for unconstructed segments are 
implemented, such as:

• Right-of-way width

• Topography and drainage impacts

• Existing vegetation

• Curb cuts and driveway crossings

• Overhead and subsurface utilities

• Intersection crossings

• Proximity to adjacent buildings, and 
businesses

In circumstances with limited right-of-way, trails 
will still be located off -road, but with less boulevard 

between the trail edge and back of curb. In these 
locations, the trail will be separated from the road, 
with few exceptions, by a minimum paved two-foot 
clear zone. This paved clear zone between the back of 
curb and trail edge provides a buff er between the trail 
users and motorists and will be striped to delineate 
the edge of the trail. Pedestrian ramps will be 
included at all roadway crossings. To meet ADA design 
guidelines, regional trails should have a maximum 
of 8.3 percent grade, but should try to achieve a fi ve 
percent slope in all but extreme circumstances, and a 
cross slope of two percent for drainage. Regional trails 
may be wider than 10 feet if forecasted user volumes 
warrant an increased width and space is available for 

Shoulder/
Clear Zone

2’-0”

Min. 3’-0”
Clear to Edge 

of Sign

Paved Trail
10’-0”

Vertical 
Clear Zone

10’-0”

CL

Figure 10:  Typical Trail Section
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the trail. In addition, where right-of-way allows, fi nal 
trail design will attempt to maximize the boulevard 
width to account for sign placement and snow 
storage.

Regional trail segments will be designed in 
accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local 
codes. In addition, trail development will adhere to 
the following guidelines:

• Guide for the Development of Bicycle 
Facilities, prepared by the American 
Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO), 2012

• MnDOT Bikeway Facility Design Manual, 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
(MnDOT), March 2007

• State Aid Rule 8820.9995 Minimum 
Bicycle Path Standards, State Aid for Local 
Transportation

• Trail Planning, Design, and Development 
Guidelines, Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (MnDNR)

• Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD), MnDOT, 2014 

• Public Right-of-Way Access Guidelines 
(PROWAG) 

• Best Practices for Traffic Control at Regional 

Trail Crossings, a collaborative effort of Twin 
Cities road and trail managing agencies, July 
2011

• Selecting Roadway Design Treatments to 
Accommodate Bicycles, Federal Highway 
Administration, January 1994

• Bicycle and Pedestrian Wayfinding, 
Metropolitan Council, October 2011

PRIMARY TRAIL DESIGN ELEMENTS

Trail Crossings

The suburban setting for the TH 5 Regional Trail 
requires that it coexist with higher volume roadways. 
There are numerous locations where the regional trail 
crosses such roadways, including:

• Minnewashta Parkway (At-Grade)

• TH 5 at Minnewashta Parkway (Existing 
Underpass)

• TH 41/Hazeltine Boulevard (Proposed 
Underpass)

• Century Boulevard/TH5 (At-Grade/Proposed 
Underpass)

• Galpin Boulevard (At-Grade)

• Audubon Road (At-Grade)

• Lake Ann Park Drive (At-Grade)

• Powers Boulevard (At-Grade)

• Market Boulevard (At-Grade)

• Great Plains Boulevard (At-Grade)

• Dell Road (At-Grade)

The types of trail crossing treatments appropriate for 
each crossing location will be designed in accordance 
with industry best practices to minimize confl icts 
between trail users and roadway traffi  c.

In all cases, existing roadway confi guration, 
infrastructure elements, vegetation, and other 
potential visual obstructions will be evaluated so 
sight lines can be maintained. Special provisions, such 
as mirrors, may be added to improve trail visibility 
from driveways if deemed appropriate. As vehicular 
traffi  c fl uctuates, there may be a need for additional 
traffi  c signals or modifi cations to existing signalized 
intersections. These type of design considerations and 
trail enhancements will be addressed during the trail 
design development phase.

Trail Underpasses

Trail underpasses are a good alternative to at-grade 
crossings of busy roadways. Along the TH 5 corridor, 
where traffi  c can be very heavy, three existing 
underpass crossings provide a more effi  cient and safer 
way to cross the road. The existing underpasses are 
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located at Bluff  Creek just north of the Chanhassen 
Recreation Center and at Minnewashta Parkway.  

The third trail underpass is present at Lake Ann 
Park, providing local connections to the proposed 
regional trail corridor. Two additional underpasses 
are proposed as part of this master plan at TH 41 just 
south of TH 5 and Century Boulevard at TH 5.  The 
benefi t of a trail underpass is that it provides safe 
access to the other side of a high-volume roadway 
without interaction with vehicular traffi  c. Several 
factors need to be considered when planning the 
location for underpasses. Groundwater levels, existing 
grades and suffi  cient right-of-way are all important 
considerations to assess when locating underpasses. 

SUPPORTING TRAIL ELEMENTS

Trail wayfi nding signage, traffi  c signage and devices, 
rest stops, and drainage are important elements of 
regional trails. Their proper design and placement add 
both aesthetic and functional value to the trail.

Trail Amenities

Wayfi nding Signage: Regional trail wayfi nding signage 
provides trail users with orientation and location 
information for amenities and services. Wayfi nding 
signage may provide:

• An overview map of the regional trail 
network in Carver County, and the specific 
regional trail

• Directions and distances to major 
destinations and points of interest along the 
regional trail

• Directions for long-term detours or interim 
routes when there are gaps within the 
regional trail

• Location information for nearby amenities 
such as local parks and local trails

• Location information for nearby services, 
such as drinking water, public restrooms, and 
public parking

• Visual identification of the regional trail 
network through physical kiosk/signage 
structures

The suburban nature of the TH 5 Regional Trail 
requires wayfi nding signage at strategic delineated 
points (Figure 12 & Figure 13). These typically include 
major roadway intersections with other trails, 
trailheads, parks or other adjacent public facilities. The 
exact location and content of wayfi nding signage will 
be determined in conjunction with local community 
input and is often dictated by available public right-
of-way.

Carver County Parks incorporates kiosks at trailheads 
as wayfi nding signage to identify trail routes, system 
amenities, and to provide interpretation of local 
history or other amenities. Developing directional 

Example of Wayfi nding Signage.

Existing Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail Directional Wayfi nding 
Signage.
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signage for the TH 5 Regional Trail that includes 
visual indication of direction and location of points 
of interest along the trail will benefi t trail users along 
the trail route. The design of the directional sign can 
include arrow blades and/or text to identify features. 
Descriptions of each are as follows:

Kiosks: A free-standing structure that provides trail 
users with a map of the park or trail system, the park 
or trail rules, and general information about the park 
or trail.

Directional Signage: A post structure depicting 
the direction, the name, and the distance to major 
destinations and points of interest on the trail.

DIRECTIONAL SIGN

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail and Rolling Acres Road

TH 5 and Rolling Acres Road

TH 5 and Minnewashta Parkway

Arboretum Drive at Minnesota Landscape Arboretum gate house

TH 5 and Century Boulevard

Century Boulevard and West 78th Street

Century Boulevard and Chanhassen Nature Preserve (Alternate Route)

Chanhassen Nature Preserve and Coulter Boulevard (Alternate Route)

Galpin Boulevard and Coulter Boulevard (Alternate Route)

Chanhassen Recreation Center and Coulter Boulevard (Alternate Route)

Bluff  Creek underpass and West 78th Street (Alternate Route)

West 78th Street and Powers Boulevard

TH 5 and Powers Boulevard

TH 5 and Dell Road

KIOSK

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail and Rolling Acres Road

Arboretum Drive at Minnesota Landscape Arboretum gate house

Lake Ann Park

TRAILHEAD

Lake Ann Park

REST STOP

University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum

Example of Kiosk.

Example of Rest Stop.

Figure 12:  Wayfi nding and Signage LocationsExample of Trail Stop Sign.
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Rest Stops: Rest stops are located at key locations and 
provide places for trail users to stop and rest along the 
trail and an area for amenities such as benches, and 
bicycle racks. These simple but important amenities 
can serve to reinforce the identity of the regional trail 
route. Locations for rest stops will be evaluated and 
incorporated into TH 5 Regional Trail as appropriate 
during design and implementation. The cost per rest 
stop is approximately $6,000 each (2017 dollars).

Traffi  c Signage and Devices: In addition to 
wayfi nding signage, the regional trail will incorporate 
traffi  c control signs and devices, such as trail stop 
signs and trail crossing signage. These signs and 
devices will refl ect the physical characteristics and 
usability of individual trail segments and the system 
as a whole. Therefore, as trail segments are developed 
(or reconstructed), trail signs and devices may require 
modifi cation. 

Drainage

In many locations, the drainage of the regional trail 
is similar to that of a typical sidewalk. Stormwater 
sheet fl ows over the trail pavement and onto the 
adjacent roadway where it is collected and conveyed 
by the roadway stormwater drainage system. In 
areas where the regional trail is on an independent 

route, such as through parks or other green spaces, 
alternative stormwater best management practices, 
such as rain gardens and infi ltration swales, may be 
explored during the design phase of the regional trail. 
Stormwater must shed rapidly from the surface of 
the trail to prevent hazardous situations for the users, 
such as water pooling on the trail surface.

Sub-Standard Trail Segments

Eight existing trail segments do not meet regional 

trail design standards, which are identifi ed in Figure 
14. The trail segment from Century Boulevard to the 
Bluff  Creek underpass is proposed as a temporary 
trail alignment, until a permanent trail can be 
developed. It is the intent of Carver County to bring 
existing segments of trail into compliance when 
reconstruction is needed, or other opportunities 
present themselves. 

EXISTING SUB-STANDARD TRAIL SEGMENTS

FROM TO ALONG MATERIAL LENGTH

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional 
Trail

Western property boundary 
of the Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum Apple House
Rolling Acres Rd 8' Bituminous 0.1

Eastern  property boundary 
of the Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum Apple House

Underpass near Minnewashta 
Parkway and TH 5

 TH 5 8' Bituminous 0.2

Century Boulevard Galpin Boulevard Coulter Blvd 8' Bituminous 0.8

Galpin Boulevard Eastern edge of Chanhassen 
Recreation athletic fi elds

Coulter Blvd 8' Concrete 0.3 mi

Eastern edge of Chanhassen 
Recreation athletic fi elds

Concrete to Asphalt pavement 
transition through Athletic Fields

Chanhassen Recreation Center 6' Concrete 0.1 mi

Concrete to Asphalt pavement 
transition through Athletic Fields

West 78th Street Bluff  Creek Underpass 8' Bituminous 0.3

Market Boulevard Great Plains Boulevard TH 5 8' Concrete 0.2 mi

Chanhassen Rd Dell Rd/ County Line TH 5 8' Bituminous 0.6 mi

Figure 14:  Existing Sub-Standard Trail Segments 
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ROUTE ASSESSMENT

The section of the TH 5 Regional Trail covered in 
this master plan has been divided into six segments 
(Figure 15 & Figure 16) that are composed of 
developed and undeveloped trail. To preserve and 
protect the longevity of the trail and rights and 
responsibilities associated with owning, operating, 
and maintaining a regional trail, public trail easements 
are recommended for the entire corridor, regardless 
of the compliance of existing segments with the 
design standards of the governing agency. Securing 
easements to bring non-compliant trail segments into 
compliance is important, but it is less important than 
securing easements for trail sections that currently do 
not exist. The trail segments are described in detail on 
the following pages.

TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL SEGMENTS
SEGMENT FROM TO ALONG LENGTH

Segment 1 Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional 
Trail Minnewashta Pkwy Rolling Acres Rd 1.2 mi

Segment 2 Minnewashta Pkwy Century Blvd Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 1.8 mi

Segment 2 
Alternate Minnewashta Pkwy Century Blvd Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 1.9 mi

Segment 3 Century Blvd Bluff  Creek Underpass W 78th St 1.1 mi

Segment 3 
Alternate

Century Blvd Bluff  Creek Underpass Coulter Blvd 1.5 mi

Segment 4 Bluff  Creek Underpass Audubon Rd W 78th St 0.6 mi

Segment 5 Audubon Rd Market Blvd W 78th St 1.5 mi

Segment 6 Market Blvd Dell Rd/ County Line TH 5 1.2 mi

Figure 15:  TH 5 Regional Trail Segment Table 
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Figure 16:  TH 5 Regional Trail Segment Map 
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SEG INTERSECTION
PEDESTRIAN RAMP MEETS 

STANDARDS
SIGNALIZED, STOP SIGN, 

OR MID BLOCK CROSSING

CROSSING INCLUDES 
PEDESTRIAN PUSH BUTTON 

POSTS

CROSSING INCLUDES 
AUDIBLE NOTIFICATION

CROSSING INCLUDES 
COUNT DOWN TIMERS

Seg 1 Rolling Acres Rd and Tamarack 
Trail No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 1 Rolling Acres Rd and TH 5 Yes Signalized Yes Yes Yes

Seg 1 TH 5 and Tamarack Lake 
Driveway

Not built Stop Sign - - -

Seg1 Minnewashta Pkwy and TH 5 Yes Stop Sign - - -

Figure 17: Segment 1 Intersections

Segment 1- Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail to 

Underpass at Minnewashta Parkway

Segment 1 measures approximately 1.2 miles long 
and extends from Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail 
to the underpass at Minnewashta Parkway, near the 
west trail entrance into the Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum. Segment 1 will extend south from the 
Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail utilizing the 
existing trail along the east side of Rolling Acres Road 
to TH 5. At TH 5, the trail will extend east utilizing the 
existing Victoria Regional Trail along the north side 
of TH 5.  Segment 1 runs adjacent to the University of 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum Apple House and 
connects to the Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail. 

While the entire length of segment 1 utilizes existing 
trail, trail widening and intersection upgrades will 
be required to meet ADA and the preferred regional 
trail width. The trail segment from the Minnetonka 
LRT Regional Trail to the property boundary of the 

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum Apple House will 
require two feet of widening from the existing eight-
foot bituminous trail to a ten-foot bituminous trail.  
In addition, the stop sign trail crossing pedestrian 
ramp at Tamarack Trail will require upgrading to 
meet current ADA standards when this trail segment 
is upgraded from eight feet to a ten-foot-wide trail. 
The trail segment traveling along the Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum Apple House property is a 
new ten-foot bituminous trail. This trail segment 
will not require any upgrades to meet the preferred 
10-foot width. East of the Apple House, the trail 
extends along the north side of TH 5 to Minnewashta 
Parkway and an underpass under TH 5 that extends 
the trail into the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. 
This eight-foot bituminous trail segment will require 
widening to meet the standards. The Minnewashta 
Parkway intersection along this trail sub segment 
meets ADA standards. However, several comments 
were received by the public regarding intersection 

safety due to high traffi  c volumes. Intersection 
safety improvements at Minnewashta Parkway will 
be evaluated during fi nal design of Segment 1. In 
addition, the steep topography that is currently 
present on the portion of the trail that travels through 
the open space property may be addressed when the 
trail is upgraded. However, the existing wetland and 
natural topography may make it infeasible to reduce 
the slope. 
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Figure 18: Segment 1 Existing Trail Width

1.2 miles
TRAIL LENGTH - S1
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Segment 2- Underpass at Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum to Century Boulevard

Segment 2 measures approximately 1.8 miles long 
and extends from the underpass at the Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum to Century Boulevard. 
Segment 2 will extend east from the underpass into 
the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum along the 
north side of Arboretum Drive. Wetland impacts 
and tree removals will be required to construct a 
trail along Arboretum Drive (Figure 21). An alternate 
trail alignment with less wetland impacts utilizes 
an old road alignment through the upland forest 
north of the wetland complex. The proposed trail 
alternate continues along TH 5 right-of-way to an 
existing underground utility corridor crossing the 
wetlands (Figure 22). The trail then heads south on the 
existing underground utility corridor on a proposed 
boardwalk. Alternatively, additional fi ll could be 

added to the existing utility corridor. This option 
would likely require wetland impacts. Whether the 
arboretum trail extends along the alternate route or 
the preferred route will be determined when design 
development is underway for that segment of trail 
and will depend on input from the University of 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.

Both trail options will utilize the same route from the 
existing parking lots to Century Boulevard. The trail 
will continue along the north side of the existing 
parking lots. The trail then wraps around an existing 
collection of coniferous trees to connect to the 
existing gate house where trail users can pay to enter 
the Arboretum. The trail then extends northeast on 
the east side of Arboretum Drive. The trail continues 
east through the Arboretum property along TH 5. 
This portion of segment 2 will require retaining walls 
and tree removals to construct. The trail continues 

by wrapping around the back side of the existing 
Arboretum entrance sign to connect to the proposed 
underpass at TH 41. The TH 41 underpass will be built 
in anticipation of future road widening. From the 
proposed underpass at TH 41, the trail continues east 
within MnDOT right-of-way along the south side of 
Trunk Highway 5. This trail segment will extend along 
the north side of the Lifetime Fitness parking lot. 
The trail segment will extend across the signalized 
intersection at Century Boulevard. Currently, Century 
Boulevard does not have any pedestrian infrastructure 
on the south side. The pedestrian infrastructure on the 
north side of Century Boulevard will require upgrades 
to meet current ADA standards.

SEG INTERSECTION
PEDESTRIAN RAMP MEETS 

STANDARDS
SIGNALIZED, STOP SIGN, 

OR MID BLOCK CROSSING

CROSSING INCLUDES 
PEDESTRIAN PUSH BUTTON 

POSTS

CROSSING INCLUDES 
AUDIBLE NOTIFICATION

CROSSING INCLUDES 
COUNT DOWN TIMERS

Seg 2 & 
2A Century Blvd and TH 5 No Signalized No No No

Seg 2 & 
2A

Arboretum Drive and existing 
trail near underpass at 
Minnewashta Parkway

No Uncontrolled - - -

Seg 2 & 
2A

Arboretum Drive and 
Arboretum gate house No Stop Sign - - -

Figure 19: Segment 2 Intersections
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Figure 20: Segment 2 Existing Trail Width

1.8 miles 1.9 miles
TRAIL LENGTH - S2 TRAIL LENGTH - S2A

Segment 2Segment 2

Alternate alignment

Preferred alignment

1.8 mi unbuilt

1.9 mi unbuilt

TRAIL WIDTH - S2

TRAIL WIDTH - S2A

0 mi 6’ concrete

0 mi 6’ concrete

0 mi 8’ concrete

0 mi 8’ concrete

0 mi 8-9’ bituminous

0 mi 8-9’ bituminous

0 mi 10’ bituminous

0 mi 10’ bituminous
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Figure 21:  Arboretum Trail Alignment - Preferred

Figure 22:  Arboretum Trail Alignment - Alternate

NATURALIZED VEGETATION ARBORETUM DRIVEWAY PROP. REGIONAL TRAIL WETLAND

PROP. REGIONAL TRAILWETLAND NATURALIZED VEGETATION TH 5
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Figure 23: Segment 3 Existing Trail Width

Segment 3aSegment 3a

Segment 3Segment 3

.1 mi 6’ concrete0 mi unbuilt .3 mi 8’ concrete 1.1 mi 8-9’ bituminous 0 mi 10’ bituminous
TRAIL WIDTH - S3A
1.5 miles
TRAIL LENGTH - S3A

0 mi 6’ concrete0 mi unbuilt 0 mi 8’ concrete 0 mi 8-9’ bituminous 1 mi 10’ bituminous
TRAIL WIDTH - S3

1.1 miles
TRAIL LENGTH - S3 Segment 3- Century Boulevard to Bluff  Creek 

Underpass

Segment 3 measures approximately 1.1 miles long 
and extends from Century Boulevard and TH 5 to 
the Bluff  Creek Underpass. Segment 3 heads north 
across TH 5 utilizing the existing trail on the east side 
of Century Boulevard. This trail segment extends 
north through the signalized intersection at TH 5 and 
Century Boulevard, which will require pedestrian 
ramp upgrades to meet current ADA standards. 
The County will work with MnDOT to lengthen the 
crossing time to improve safety and comfort for trail 
users. When TH 5 is reconstructed or when funds are 
available, a trail underpass will be installed under 
TH 5 at Century Boulevard. After crossing TH 5 at 
Century Boulevard, the trail continues on the east side 
of Century Boulevard on the existing 10' trail. Trail 
segment 3 then crosses West 78th Street at the stop 
sign intersection requiring pedestrian ramp upgrades 
to meet current ADA standards. The remaining portion 
of Segment 3 continues east on the existing 10' trail 
on the north side of West 78th Street to the existing 
Bluff  Creek underpass. This trail segment extends 
through two additional stop sign intersections at 
Ridgeview Way and Vasserman Trail that will require 
pedestrian ramp upgrades to meet ADA standards. 
The pedestrian ramp at the stop sign intersection 
at Galpin Boulevard and West 78th Street currently 
meets ADA standards. 
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Segment 3 Alternate - Century Boulevard to Bluff  

Creek Underpass

Since the underpass at TH 5 and Century Boulevard is 
several years from development, an interim alignment 
that utilizes the existing Bluff  Creek Underpass is 
proposed. This interim alternate alignment will 
provide a safe crossing of the busy TH 5 until an 
underpass is constructed and or until pedestrian ramp 
and other safety improvements are made at Century 
Boulevard and TH 5.  

There are several factors that Carver County will 
consider to determine the fi nal alignment for 
Segment 3. These include identifying funding 
sources and timing, coordination with MnDOT on 
future roadway projects on TH 5 and potential future 

improvements of City facilities at the Chanhassen 
Recreation Center.

Segment 3 Alternate measures approximately 1.5 
miles long and extends from Century Boulevard 
to the existing Bluff  Creek Underpass. Segment 3a 
will travel south utilizing the existing eight-foot 
bituminous trail on the east side of Century Boulevard. 
This trail segment will require two feet of widening 
to meet the preferred 10' width and pedestrian 
ramp improvements at Century Boulevard and the 
Holiday Inn driveway. The trail travels east on the 
existing 8' bituminous trail that loops around the 
Chanhassen Nature Preserve. Wetland impacts may 
be encountered when the trail is widened from eight 
feet to ten feet. Segment 3 Alternate continues east 
utilizing the existing eight-foot trail on the north 

side of Coulter Boulevard. This trail segment extends 
through Harvest Lane, Autumn Ridge Avenue, 
and Galpin Boulevard intersections, which are all 
controlled with stop signs. These intersections will 
require upgrades to meet current ADA pedestrian 
ramp standards. Further pedestrian crossing 
infrastructure at Galpin Boulevard may be installed to 
improve pedestrian crossing comfort and safety. East 
of Galpin Boulevard, the trail utilizes an existing eight-
foot concrete sidewalk that is adjacent to Bluff  Creek 
Elementary and the Chanhassen Recreation Center. 
To meet the preferred design width, the sidewalk 
will require widening to a ten-foot bituminous trail 
at a later date. Furthermore, the pedestrian ramps 
at the driveway entrances to the elementary school 
and recreation center will require upgrades to meet 

Figure 24: Segment 3 Intersections

SEG INTERSECTION
PEDESTRIAN RAMP MEETS 

STANDARDS
SIGNALIZED, STOP SIGN, 

OR MID BLOCK CROSSING

CROSSING INCLUDES 
PEDESTRIAN PUSH BUTTON 

POSTS

CROSSING INCLUDES 
AUDIBLE NOTIFICATION

CROSSING INCLUDES 
COUNT DOWN TIMERS

Seg 3-A Century Blvd and Holiday Inn 
driveway No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 3-A Harvest Ln and Coulter Blvd No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 3-A Autumn Ridge Ave and 
Coulter Blvd No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 3-A Galpin Blvd and Coulter Blvd Yes Stop Sign - - -

Seg 3-A Bluff  Creek Elementary School 
driveways and Coulter Blvd No Stop Sign

Seg 3 Century Blvd and W 78th St No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 3 Ridgeview Way and W 78th St No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 3 Vasserman Trail and W 78th St No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 3 Galpin Blvd and W 78th St Yes Stop Sign - - -
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SEG INTERSECTION
PEDESTRIAN RAMP MEETS 

STANDARDS
SIGNALIZED, STOP SIGN, 

OR MID BLOCK CROSSING

CROSSING INCLUDES 
PEDESTRIAN PUSH BUTTON 

POSTS

CROSSING INCLUDES 
AUDIBLE NOTIFICATION

CROSSING INCLUDES 
COUNT DOWN TIMERS

Seg 4 Prairie Flower Blvd and W 
78th St No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 4 Audubon Rd and W 78th St No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 5 Lake Ann Dr and W 78th St No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 5 Eckankar Spiritual Center and 
W 78th St No Stop Sign - - -

Seg 5 Powers Blvd and W 78th St Yes Signalized No No No

Seg 5 W 78th St and Powers Blvd Yes Signalized No No No

Figure 25: Segment 4 and Segment 5 Intersections

current ADA standards. The trail then extends north 
on the existing six-foot sidewalk along the athletic 
fi elds of the Chanhassen Recreation Center. This trail 
segment should be widened to a 10' bituminous trail 
at a later date. The six-foot sidewalk transitions to an 
eight-foot bituminous trail that extends through the 
Bluff  Creek Underpass of TH 5 and West 78th Street.

Segment 4 - Bluff  Creek Underpass to Audubon 

Road 

Segment 4 measures approximately 0.6 miles long 
and extends from the Bluff  Creek Underpass to 
Audubon Road, along West 78th Street. Segment 
4 extends east on the existing ten-foot bituminous 

trail on the north side of West 78th Street. Segment 
4 crosses Prairie Flower Boulevard, but will require 
new pedestrian ramps for the trail crossing. Trail 
segment 4 continues along the north side of West 
78th Street. The existing trail does not have an 
intersection at Audubon Road because the road does 
not extend north across West 78th Street. However, 
the trail crossing West 78th Street on the west side 
of Audubon Road that connects to existing local trail 
does not meet current ADA standards

Segment 5 - Audubon Road to Market Boulevard

Segment 5 measures approximately 1.5 miles 
long and extends from Audubon Road to Market 

Boulevard. Segment 5 extends east on the existing 
ten-foot trail on the north side of West 78th Street.  
Segment 5 will not require trail widening. This trail 
segment is located adjacent to Lake Ann Park where 
a trailhead is proposed. The trailhead will utilize the 
existing athletic fi eld parking lot located near West 
78th Street. An existing trail spur into the parking 
already exists. Pedestrian ramps at Lake Ann Drive 
will require improvements to meet ADA standards. 
In addition, the pedestrian ramps where the trail 
crosses the Eckankar Spiritual Center driveway will 
require improvements to meet ADA standards. The 
trail continues east utilizing the existing trail north of 
West 78th Street across the signalized intersection at 
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Powers Boulevard. Then, the trail extends south on 
an existing ten-foot bituminous trail along Powers 
Boulevard to an existing ten-foot trail traveling 
east along the north side of TH 5. The signalized 
intersection at Powers Boulevard has pedestrian 
ramps that meet current ADA standards. However, 
the intersection will require push button posts, 
installation of audible notifi cation, and count down 
timer lights to meet current ADA standards. Trail 
segment 5 continues east on the existing ten-foot 
bituminous trail along TH 5 to Market Boulevard. 
The trail utilizes the shoulder of the TH 5 roadway 
bridge over the BNSF railroad tracks on a separated 
eight-foot concrete walkway. The bridge crossing 
will remain in its current condition until the TH 5 
bridge over the railroad improved or replaced. Several 
notable destinations can be reached by local trail 
connections, including downtown Chanhassen, the 
Chanhassen Library, and Paisley Park.

Figure 26: Segment 4 and Segment 5 Existing Trail Width
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SEG INTERSECTION
PEDESTRIAN RAMP MEETS 

STANDARDS
SIGNALIZED, STOP SIGN, 

OR MID BLOCK CROSSING

CROSSING INCLUDES 
PEDESTRIAN PUSH BUTTON 

POSTS

CROSSING INCLUDES 
AUDIBLE NOTIFICATION

CROSSING INCLUDES 
COUNT DOWN TIMERS

Seg 6 Market Blvd and TH 5 Yes Signalized Yes Yes Yes

Seg 6 Great Plains Blvd and TH 5 Yes Signalized Yes Yes Yes

Seg 6 Chanhassen Rd and TH 5 Yes Signalized Yes Yes Yes

Seg 6 Dell Rd and TH 5 No Signalized No No No

Segment 6 - Audubon Road to Market Boulevard

Segment 6 measures approximately 1.2 miles long 
and extends from Market Boulevard to Dell Road/
Carver County- Hennepin County line. The trail 
continues east on the existing trail located on 
the north side of TH 5. The trail extends through 
the signalized intersection at Market Boulevard. 
This intersection has recently been replaced with 
pedestrian infrastructure that meets current ADA 
standards. East of Market Boulevard, the existing 
trail narrows from a ten-foot bituminous trail to an 
eight-foot concrete trail. The eight-foot concrete 
trail extends to Great Plains Boulevard. The existing 
trail widens to a ten-foot bituminous trail between 
Great Plains Boulevard and Chanhassen Road. The 

trail crossings at the Great Plains Boulevard and 
Chanhassen Road intersections have been updated to 
meet current ADA standards. From Chanhassen Road, 
the trail continues east to Dell Road. The trail segment 
between Chanhassen Road and Dell Road narrows 
to an eight-foot bituminous trail. The signalized 
intersection at Dell Road does not meet current 
ADA standards. In addition, the signalized light 
pole foundation's proximity to the pedestrian ramp 
obstructs pedestrian movement. The proposed TH 5 
Regional Trail ends at Dell Road, but an existing local 
trail extends approximately 1.9 miles along the north 
side of TH 5 where it connects to the Minnesota River 
Bluff s LRT Regional Trail. 

Figure 27: Segment 6 Intersections
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Figure 28: Segment 6 Existing Trail Width
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IMPLEMENTATION

Overview

Much of the TH 5 Regional Trail will utilize existing 
regional trails, local trails and sidewalks. The segment 
located between Minnewashta Parkway and Century 
Boulevard will require new trail construction to fi ll 
a gap in the trail system through the University of 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. Carver County 
currently has federal funds available in 2019 for trail 
improvements, which may be used to develop the 
segment through the Arboretum. 

Several of the existing trail segments in the TH 5 
Regional Trail corridor vary in width, compliance with 
ADA requirements and regional trail standards and 
could be improved to provide consistency in trail 
quality and continuity in trail amenities, including 
signage. 

Implementation Plan

An implementation plan was developed by 
combining data about the location of constructed 
and unconstructed trail segments and existing trail 
conditions including the pavement assessment, width 
analysis, trail or sidewalk material type and other trail 
infrastructure. The plan includes six segments that are 
identifi ed in the cost estimate located in Appendix 
B. Priority for development or redevelopment of 
the trail segments has not been identifi ed because 
implementation may depend on local and regional 
funding opportunities, future adjacent roadway 

development projects or other unforeseen trail 
development opportunities. 

ESTIMATED COSTS & FUNDING

Regional trail implementation has both initial costs 
(acquisition and development) and on-going costs 
(operations and maintenance). Trail development 
will occur as opportunities to coordinate with other 
agencies/projects occur, funding becomes available, 
and at the discretion of the Carver County and local 
City Councils. Currently, Carver County has acquired 
federal funds to construct a portion of the unbuilt 
section of the TH 5 Regional Trail through the 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in 2019. Additional 

individual development projects may move ahead of 
schedule to coincide with development adjacent to 
the trail corridor that can result in cost savings.

Development Costs

Regional trail development includes the cost to 
prepare the site; reconfi gure roadways as required; 
modify drainage patterns where necessary; pave the 
trail; and install signage, striping, and landscaping. 
In total, the estimated development cost for the TH 5 
Regional Trail is $6,014,884. The detailed cost estimate, 
located in Appendix B, list costs for individual trail 
segments. 
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EXCELLENT PAVEMENT CONDITION

FAIR PAVEMENT CONDITION

GOOD PAVEMENT CONDITION

POOR PAVEMENT CONDITION

VISUAL ASSESSMENT OF TRAIL CONDITION

A visual assessment of the conditions of existing 
trails throughout the proposed regional trail corridor 
was developed to identify where improvements 
of existing trails are needed most. The trail visual 
assessment identifi es four trail conditions, which align 
with the conditions identifi ed in the State of the Trails 
Report published by the Parks and Trail Council of 
Minnesota in February of 2017. The intent of the visual 
assessment is to provide planning-level analysis of the 
current condition of existing trail segments in the TH 5 
Regional Trail corridor. This assessment is not intended 
to be used for identifying capital improvement 
projects. Additional pavement condition analysis 
conducted by a licensed engineer is recommended to 
determine the exact condition of the existing trails. 

The trail condition ratings include:

• Excellent:  Trail is smooth and provides ideal 
riding conditions

• Good: Trail is comfortable to ride, with few 
bumps or depressions.

• Fair: Trail is tolerable to ride, with intermittent 
bumps or depressions.

• Poor: Trail is uncomfortable to ride, with 
frequent bumps or depressions.

The visual assessment of trail condition data was 
based on photographs and in-person documentation 
of the existing trails in the proposed trail corridor. 
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Figure 29: Segment 1 Visual Assessment of Trail Condition

1.2 miles
TRAIL LENGTH

0 mi poor0 mi unbuilt .3 mi fair 0 mi good 0.9 mi excellent
VISUAL ASSESSMENT - S1

Segment 1Segment 1

Segment 1 Visual Assessment

Overall, the trail condition of segment 1 is in good 
condition. Much of trail segment 1 has been recently 
constructed. New trail pavement is located on the trail 
segment along the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
Apple House property and the trail segment near the 
trail underpass at Minnewashta Parkway and TH 5. 
Most of segment 1 is in excellent condition with only a 
small portion of the trail in fair condition.



TH 5 Regional Trail Master Plan 41

Figure 30: Segment 2 Visual Assessment of Trail Condition

Segment 2 Visual Assessment

Trail visual assessment does not apply to segment 2 
because no trails exist.

Segment 2Segment 2

Alternate alignment

Preferred alignment
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0 mi 6’ concrete
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0 mi 10’ bituminous
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.2 mi poor0 mi unbuilt 0 mi fair 1.3 mi good 0 mi excellent
VISUAL ASSESSMENT - S3A

Figure 31: Segment 3 Visual Assessment of Trail Condition

Segment 3 Alternate Visual Assessment

Most of trail segment 3a is in good condition. A small 
portion of the eight-foot trail through the Chanhassen 
Nature Preserve exhibits signifi cant longitudinal and 
horizontal cracking. Furthermore, portions of the 
pavement are heaving due to drainage culverts and 
roots. These characteristics signify that a small portion 
of trail segment 3 is in poor condition. In addition, 
standing water on the trail was noted at the Bluff  
Creek underpass. The consistently wet conditions 
create slippery conditions.

Segment 3 Visual Assessment

Trail segment 3 is in good condition. The entire trail 
length along West 78th Street has been recently seal 
coated providing a smooth surface for trail users.

Segment 3aSegment 3a

0 mi poor0 mi unbuilt 0 mi fair 1 mi good 0 mi excellent
VISUAL ASSESSMENT - S3

1.1 miles
TRAIL LENGTH - S3

1.5 miles
TRAIL LENGTH - S3A

Segment 3Segment 3
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Figure 32: Segment 4 and Segment 5 Visual Assessment of Trail Condition

Segment 4 Visual Assessment

All of segment 4 is in good condition. A seal coat has 
recently been applied to this trail segment which 
provides a smooth surface for trail users.  

Segment 5 Visual Assessment

The trail condition of segment 5 remains in good 
condition until Powers Boulevard. The trail segment 
improves from good condition to excellent condition 
between Powers Boulevard and Market Boulevard. 
This trail segment has new bituminous pavement with 
no cracks.

Segment 4Segment 4 Segment 5Segment 5

.6 miles 1.5 miles
TRAIL LENGTH - S4 TRAIL LENGTH - S5

0 mi poor

0 mi poor

0 mi unbuilt

0 mi unbuilt

0 mi fair

0 mi fair

.6 mi good

.9 mi good

0 mi excellent

.6 mi excellent

VISUAL ASSESSMENT - S4

VISUAL ASSESSMENT - S5
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Figure 33: Segment 6 Visual Assessment of Trail Condition

Segment 6 Visual Assessment

Overall, the trail condition of segment 6 is in good 
condition. A small portion of the trail is in excellent 
condition, with the rest of the trail segment appears 
in good condition. Between Market Boulevard and 
Great Plains Boulevard, the trail segment was given 
a good trail condition rating. This trail segment was 
characterized by concrete sidewalk with minimal 
signs of cracking. The following trail segment between 
Great Plains Boulevard and Chanhassen Road was 
given an excellent trail condition rating. An excellent 
trail condition rating was given to this segment 
because the segment was recently repaved and 
showed no signs of cracking. The remaining portion 
of segment 6 was given a visual assessment condition 
rating of good. This trail segment exhibits periodic 
horizontal cracking.

1.2 miles
TRAIL LENGTH

0 mi poor0 mi unbuilt 0 mi fair .9 mi good .3 mi excellent
VISUAL ASSESSMENT - S6

Segment 6Segment 6
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SECTION IV: CONFLICTS AND ADJACENT PUBLIC SERVICES

Most of the TH 5 Regional Trail is proposed to be 
developed along existing trails or sidewalks within 
public right-of-way. Additional right-of-way may be 
needed to develop the trail underpasses at TH 41/
Hazeltine Blvd. Final determination of right-of-way 
needs will be identifi ed when the underpasses are 
proposed. The unconstructed trail segment through 
the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
will be developed outside the public right-of-way. 
The University of Minnesota Board of Regents will 
provide an right-of-way agreement to Carver County 
to allow the TH 5 Regional Trail to extend through 
the Arboretum property. The trail alignment through 
the Arboretum will minimize impacts to signifi cant 

trees, research areas, and gardens and will incorporate 
fencing, walls and possibly boardwalks to achieve 
minimal disturbance. 

Confl icts with existing utilities may arise during fi nal 
design of the un-built trail segments. Preliminary 
trail alignment plans of the Arboretum trail segment 
from TH 41 to Arboretum Drive avoid confl icts with 
the overhead utilities. East of Arboretum Drive, 
the proposed trail corridor may utilize an existing 
underground utility corridor. Further coordination 
with utilities will be required during design 
development to ensure that the trail is constructed 
without impacting existing utility infrastructure. 

There are three locations were trail improvements may 
impact existing wetlands. The largest wetland confl ict 
is along Arboretum Drive west of the Education 
Center, extending approximately 1,000 linear feet to 
the existing deer fence at the Arboretum’s west trail 
access. Other wetland impacts may be encountered in 
locations where existing sub-standard trail segments 
are widened to the preferred 10 foot width.  These 
locations include the existing eight-foot trail at the 
Chanhassen Nature Center and near the pond west 
of the Minnewashta Parkway and Trunk Highway 5 
intersection.
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SECTION V: OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

Carver County manages and operates its park and trail 
system with internal staff  including 7.5 permanent 
employees. In addition, approximately 40 seasonal 
employees are hired each year as life guards, 
maintenance workers and gate attendants. The Parks 
Division has an annual operations and maintenance 
budget of approximately $1.36 million to operate and 
maintain the County’s park and trail system. 

The TH 5 Regional Trail will be overseen by 
professional public safety, operations and 
maintenance staff . The trail consists of existing local 
trail segments in both Chanhassen and Victoria. City 
maintenance crews will continue to maintain the trails 
for day-to-day and annual trail maintenance activities.  

PROPOSED MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES

Maintenance operations will include seasonal 
condition assessments and periodic inspections, 
followed by necessary maintenance actions. 
Inspections will address possible safety issues, 
vandalism, and non-routine maintenance concerns. 
The local park agencies will continue to respond 
to maintenance issues identifi ed by the public, on 
a timely basis, as funding permits. Extraordinary 
maintenance may be required to respond to 
storm damage, vandalism and other unplanned 
circumstances.

There will be no additional maintenance or operations 

cost to the regional trail system for the developed 
segments of trail that are currently operated and 
maintained by the Cities of Victoria and Chanhassen. 
As segments of the current local trails along TH 5 
are converted to the regional trail system through 
improvements and agreements with the cities of 
Victoria and Chanhassen, trail maintenance will 
be guided by the County’s Trails Cost Participation 
Policy. Cities will continue to maintain the local trail 
segments until improvements and agreements 

are reached to convert these sections of trail to 
the regional system in accordance with their trail 
maintenance programs. Annual operations and 
maintenance costs for the new trail segment 
between Century Boulevard and Minnewashta 
Parkway will cost an estimated $3,000 in personnel 
wages and $5,000 in equipment for a total of $8,000. 
Carver County will determine which agency will be 
responsible for maintaining this trail segment at a 
later date.

Mowing turf trail shoulders.
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According to Carver County's Cost Participation Policy, 
the cities of Chanhassen and Victoria will provide 
routine maintenance as identifi ed below.

• Snow removal

• Trail sweeping

• Trail clearing

Carver County and the city of Chanhassen and Victoria 
will split costs 50/50 for preservation, repair and 
replacement of bituminous surface. 

Carver County will coordinate with the Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum, Chanhassen and Victoria 
to develop a maintenance plan that incorporates 
local maintenance crews for the undeveloped trail 
segments through the Arboretum property.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Carver County Sheriff ’s Department, along with the 
Chanhassen and Victoria contracted Police offi  cers will 
provide public safety services on the TH 5 Regional 
Trail.

SOURCES OF REVENUE

Carver County budgets annually for operating 
the park and trail system. The budget includes 
maintenance of recreation facilities and management 
of natural resources within the parks. Revenue for 
these expenditures originates from three primary 
sources:

• Park fees

• Operations and maintenance grants

• General funds

Carver County does not charge for trail use. 

Regular trail maintenance including pavement repair will be scheduled by Carver County to keep the trail functional and operational.
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SECTION VI: PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND PARTICIPATION

OVERVIEW

Carver County strives to provide an inclusive public 
engagement process for its trail planning eff orts. To 
reach a diverse cross-section of the community and 
to engage people of diverse races, ethnicities, classes, 
ages, abilities and national origin, Carver County 
staff  developed a plan to provide information to the 
public in multiple ways with an emphasis on trying to 
make it easy and accessible for all interested citizens 
to participate in the planning process. Carver County 
held the open house meetings at the Chanhassen 
Recreation Center, a facility that is welcoming to 
residents of all ethnicities and income levels. One 
open house was held at an outdoor pavilion and was 
timed to coincide with little league baseball games in 
an eff ort to attract young families from a wide cross-
section of County residents. Pop-up events were held 
at various community events such as the Arboretum’s 
5K bud break run and at Life Time Fitness. 

The public engagement process included several 
meetings with the Task Force committee and public. 
Public open houses and pop-up meetings were held 
to keep the communities updated about the master 
plan process. The public was also able to provide 
input using a web based questionnaire operated 
through Survey Monkey. The general public, including 
park and trail users and Carver County residents 
are important stakeholders in the master planning 

process and their input is highly valued. Comments 
received have been addressed in revisions to the 
master plan. 

REGIONAL TRAIL PLANNING

Planning for the TH 5 Regional Trail is in response 
to expressed demand for recreational and non-
motorized transportation options in suburban edge 
communities. The TH 5 Regional Trail is identifi ed as 
a Regional Trail Search Corridor in the Metropolitan 
Council 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan. As such, the 
TH 5 Regional Trail needs an approved master plan 
to become eligible for Metropolitan Council regional 
parks system funding for development.

TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL TASK FORCE COMMITTEE

A TH 5 Regional Trail Task Force Committee was 
established to guide the trail master plan and 
coordinated planning eff orts within the local 
communities and greater region. Members of the Task 
Force included representatives from the following 
stakeholders: 

• City of Chanhassen

• City of Victoria

• Carver County Public Health

• Carver County

• Carver County Parks Commission

• Carver County Parks

• Eastern Caver County Trails

• Eastern Carver County Schools

• University of Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum

• Lifetime Fitness

The responsibilities of the Task Force included:

• Coordinating with respective governing 
bodies, such as City Councils, Planning 
Commissions, Park Commissions and other 
staff/departments within the respective city/
agency.

• Assisting in implementing public 
participation opportunities.

• Providing information and support necessary 
to identify feasible trail routes and review/
complete the trail master plan that meets city 
and applicable agency goals.

• Assisting Carver County in local municipality/
agency approval processes.

The full Task Force met three times:

• January 30, 2017

• April 10, 2017

• July 10, 2017
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Throughout the master planning process, Carver 
County staff  met with Task Force members to identify 
opportunities and address and resolve their issues 
and concerns. These meetings often involved other 
individuals, groups, and organizations as detailed 
route information was exchanged.

CARVER COUNTY PARK COMMISSION

The Carver County Park Commission reviewed 
planning updates and the fi nal draft master plan 
throughout the planning process, including:

• November 7, 2017

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS/SOCIAL MEDIA

Online questionnaire and social media tools were 
identifi ed as alternative ways to get information and 
updates to the public. The Carver County website was 
the primary on-line portal for meeting information 
and for posting draft plans for public review. All 
open houses and pop-up meetings were listed on 
the County’s website and in local newspapers.  The 
County utilized its Facebook and Twitter accounts to 
promote the pop-up events. In addition, fl iers were 
printed and posted at County facilities to promote the 
pop-up events.

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSES & POP-UP MEETINGS

Carver County presented the TH 5 Regional Trail 

planning eff orts at two open houses to provide 
members of the public an opportunity to learn about 
and comment on the planning process. The public 
open houses were held at the Chanhassen Recreation 
Center. This location provided a central venue that is 
situated in the middle of the proposed trail corridor. 
One benefi t of utilizing the Chanhassen Recreation 
Center for the open houses is that there were several 
other public events occurring at the same time, 
allowing people to stop in on their way to or from 
other community activities. The second open house 
was held at an outdoor pavilion at the Chanhassen 
Recreation Center. The benefi t of holding the public 
meeting at an outdoor pavilion is that it provided 
opportunities for families in youth softball, soccer and 
baseball to visit the meeting without going out of 
their way. Several individuals commented that they 
appreciated the locations and convenience of the 
open house meetings. The open houses were held on 
the following dates:

• March 15, 2017 at the Chanhassen Recreation 
Center indoor meeting room

• May 23, 2017 at the Chanhassen Recreation 
Center outdoor pavilion

Carver County held two public pop-up events to 
seek more input about the master plan. County staff  
worked with project partners to create opportunities 

for members of the public to learn about the planning 
process. Pop-up style tabling allows for more in-
depth, one-on-one conversations.  The pop-up events 
were held at the University of Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum during the annual Spring Bud Run 5k Race. 
This provided the opportunity for interaction with 
local runners and outdoor recreation enthusiasts. 
Approximately 100 people stopped by the table that 
was set up near the start of the race on the plaza 
outside the main entrance to the Oswald Visitor 
Center. The second pop-up event was held at the 
Chanhassen Lifetime Fitness Center in the front lobby. 
This unique location provided the opportunity for 
County staff  to engage with Lifetime members and 
guests about the planning process for a trail that will 
pass literally in front of the gym’s building. The pop-up 
meetings were held on the following dates:

• May 7, 2017 Spring Bud Run at 
the University of Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum

• May 16, 2017 Chanhassen Lifetime Fitness 
Lobby

Open House #1 Approach & Findings

The fi rst public open house was held on March 15, 
2017 at the Chanhassen Recreation Center meeting 
room. The Chanhassen Recreation Center meeting 
room is located adjacent to the trail corridor in an 
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easily accessible public building with ample parking. 
The location also had youth athletic programs 
occurring at the same time in other rooms. Some 
parents attending youth athletic programs were 
attended the open house simply because they were 
already in the same building. Attendance at the 
open house included 45 members of the public and 
representatives from Carver County Parks and other 
local agencies on the Task Force Team. The proposed 
trail alignment maps were presented at the meeting. 
Feedback from the fi rst open house was positive with 
interest in developing the regional trail using the trail 
alignment north of TH 5. There was excitement with 
the proposal of a regional trail through the University 
of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. Specifi c 
comments from the open house are listed in Figure 
17.

Open House #2 Approach & Findings

A second open house was held on May 23, 2017 
at the Chanhassen Recreation Center warming 
house/adjacent outdoor pavilion. The Chanhassen 
Recreation Center warming house/adjacent outdoor 
pavilion is located adjacent to the trail corridor in 
an easily accessible public athletic fi eld with ample 
parking. During the meeting, several youth softball 
games were being played. The light rain directed 
many parents and players into the pavilion where the 

meeting was being held. This gave the opportunity 
for community who otherwise would not have 
attended the open house the opportunity to off er 
input. Attendance at the open house included 
approximately 40 members of the public and 
representatives from Carver County Parks and other 
local agencies on the Task Force Team. Approximately 
20 children playing softball viewed the open house 
materials during the brief period of rain. In addition 
to the analysis graphics presented at the fi rst open 
house, revisions to the trail alignment maps were 
shown. Those in attendance provided input on the 
proposed revisions to the trail alignments. Positive 
feedback was given about the proposed regional 
trail. A complete list of comments from the public 
meetings is included in Figure 17.

Pop-Up Event #1 Approach & Findings

In an eff ort to obtain more input from the public 
about the TH 5 Regional Trail Master Plan, Carver 
County held two pop-up meetings. The fi rst pop-up 
event was held at the May 7, 2017 Spring Bud Run at 
the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.  
This pop-up event was strategically located here 
because this is a popular public event that attracts 
potential trail users. The facility is located adjacent 
to the proposed TH 5 Regional Trail alignment. 
Approximately 100 visitors asked questions about the Pop-up meeting at Arboretum

Community Open House #2
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master plan and provided input. Several comments 
were made about the preference to utilize the existing 
underpass underneath TH 5 at Bluff  Creek Elementary 
School. These comments were used in determining 
an interim trail alignment until Century Boulevard can 
be improved with either an underpass or additional 
pedestrian and other safety improvements. A 
complete list of comments from the public meetings 
is included in Figure 17.

Pop-up Event #2 Approach & Findings 

The second pop-up event was held at the Lifetime 
Fitness Lobby on May 16, 2017. Forty people stopped 
by the pop-up event to provide comments and ask 
questions about the trail master plan. This pop-up 
meeting was schedule during the evening during 
the popular workout time. Lifetime Fitness is located 
adjacent to the proposed trail corridor near Century 
Boulevard. When the trail is built, many gym members 
will likely utilize the trail for running. This location 
provided the opportunity for likely trail users to 
provide input. Several comments were made about 
the preference to cross TH 5 at underpass near the 
Bluff  Creek Elementary School rather than the at-
grade crossing at Century Boulevard. People also 
commented about the short crossing time at the 
signalized intersection at Century Boulevard and TH 
5. People were thrilled about the proposed underpass 

at TH 41 into the University of Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum.  A complete list of comments from the 
public meetings is included in Figure 17.

On-Line Questionnaire

The on-line questionnaire, which was run through 
Survey Monkey, was promoted on the County’s web 
page and social media sites. The survey was available 
from May through June. Eighty-six people provided 
comments via the on-line questionnaire. The majority 
of the comments received where from recreational 
trail users. There was a strong preference to utilize 
existing trail underpasses rather than at grade 
crossing to cross TH 5 even if it required traveling 
farther.  A complete list of comments from the public 
meetings in included in "Appendix D: Public Input 
Materials". 

Community Engagement Results

The various meetings and public outreach events 
that were conducted as part of the TH 5 Regional 
Trail Master Plan process provided the project team 
with benefi cial input about what the public wants 
for this regional trail. The comments received in 
the community engagement process supported 
the County’s sentiment to expand the regional trail 
system and develop the trail in a safe and thoughtful 

way. Several themes and ideas came out during the 
public process. These included:

• A trail is, by nature, a linear feature that not 
only passes through its surroundings, but 
becomes part of the community fabric. 

• Make local trail connections a priority. 

• Provide connectivity with established points 
and destinations.

• Utilize existing underpasses to direct users to 
safer ways to cross TH 5.

• Utilize existing trails where possible.

• Minimize adjacent property impacts.

• Provide consistency with existing agency 
planning and policies.

Summary of Public Engagement Comments

The following table summarizes the comments 
that were received at the open houses and pop-up 
meetings throughout the master planning process. 
Several of the comments were repeated at multiple 
events but are listed only once for clarity.
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OPEN HOUSE MEETING #1

Public Comment/Question Response

Dislike at-grade crossing of TH 5. Prefer alignment that utilizes existing underpass The plan addresses this comment.

Love it! Makes me happy! The plan addresses this comment.

Could the trail extend on the north side of TH 5 past the Arboretum? Steep grades and wetlands would raise costs and environmental impacts.

Crossing TH 5 and 41 has been a problem for a long time Better addressed during design development.

Biking along TH 5 is loud. The segment through the Arboretum that utilizes Arboretum Drive is better 
because it is farther away from the highway

The plan addresses this comment.

Crossing TH 5 at at-grade crossings could be dangerous The plan addresses this comment.

Provide a trail entrance at Lifetime Fitness The plan addresses this comment.

The Century Blvd crossing is not long enough for pedestrians and the light timing favors vehicles The plan addresses this comment.

North alignment along West 78th Street is more direct The plan addresses this comment.

There is a tight sidewalk on the Powers Blvd. Bridge over the railroad tracks. The bridge over the railroad tracks will be replaced when the TH 5 bridge requires replacement

OPEN HOUSE MEETING #2

Building a new trail along TH 5 from Bluff  Creek underpass to the existing wetland trail is not worth the 
investment since there are already trails north and south of TH 5. 

The plan addresses this comment.

A new trail along TH 5 from Bluff  Creek underpass to the existing wetland trail would make the existing 
Bluff  Creek underpass a more direct route.

The plan addresses this comment.

Many trail users who use the Bluff  Creek underpass do not like backtracking to use the 78th Street Bluff  
Creek underpass. Many users cut through the boulevard to avoid backtracking.

The plan addresses this comment.

The underpass at 41 is a great idea! Build it now!! The plan addresses this comment.

Build a boardwalk adjacent to TH 5 through the wetland in the Arboretum to avoid the need for a fence. This option would increase construction cost signifi cantly.

Creating large regional trail loops will help Minnesota compete with other places for bicycle 
destinations. The TH 5 trail will connect the Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail and the Minnesota River 

Bluff s LRT Regional Trail.

The plan addresses this comment.

I like that I could ride to/through the Arboretum and on to Victoria. The plan addresses this comment.

POP UP MEETING #1

The trails along TH 5 are currently not user friendly. The plan addresses this comment. The trails will be widened to 10 feet

Concern about at-grade trail crossing on Rolling Acres Road. Better addressed during design development.

Liked the option with the box culvert underneath TH 5 at Bluff  Creek Elementary School. The plan addresses this comment.

Prefer the route to the Elementary School. It will be easier for more kids to use. The plan addresses this comment.

Show transit connections in Chanhassen, specifi cally to the Chanhassen Transit Station. The plan addresses this comment.

Utilize the existing underpasses. It would be good to have an underpass at Century Boulevard under TH 
5.

The plan addresses this comment.

POP UP MEETING #2

Concern about at-grade crossing and signal timing at TH 5 and Century Blvd. The plan addresses this comment.
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SECTION VII: PUBLIC AWARENESS

Carver County uses public relations, marketing, 
and media relations tools, such as a website, event 
planning, press releases, and promotional materials 
to promote their parks and trails. Carver County 
also collaborates with a wide array of community, 
business, and government organizations to promote 
their facilities, programs, and services and to educate 
the public about the available resources. 

Carver County Parks engages the public through 
several on-line and social media tools. The County 
website has a page dedicated to parks and trails that 
provides information on the parks and trails across 
the county, lists information about programs and 
events, explains how individuals can support the park 

system by donating or volunteering, and provides 
information and a link for reservations and permits. 
Carver County actively posts information on Twitter 
and Facebook to share news and information about 
the park system.

Opportunities for expanding social media and on-line 
resources for public awareness will likely expand in 
the future as new media tools and new platforms 
become available. Younger park users frequently 
access public service information on-line and will 
continue to seek additional ways to engage with the 
County about the park system through social media.
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SECTION VII: ACCESSIBILITY

Carver County is committed to providing access and 
recreational opportunities to all people, including 
persons with disabilities, minorities, and other 
special-population groups. Carver County meets this 
commitment through appropriate facility design 
and programming considerations and by actively 
addressing potential barriers to participation.

All regional trail facilities described in the master plan 
will be developed in accordance with Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) standards and guidelines. More 
specifi cally, the TH 5 Regional Trail will adhere to the 
Minnesota Bikeway Facility Design Manual (MnDOT 
2007); Trail Planning, Design and Development 
Guidelines (MnDNR 2007); Designing Sidewalks and 
Trails for Access, Part I and II: Best Practices Design 
Guide (FHWA); ADA Accessibility Guidelines for 
Outdoor Developed Areas (United States Access 
Board); and ADA Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings 
and Facilities (U.S. Access Board) unless more 
current guidelines and standards exist at the time of 
development.

All unconstructed segments and those associated 
with regional trail reconstruction, associated 
trailheads and trail amenities, such as rest stops, 
parking lots and rest rooms will be designed to 
accommodate individuals with disabilities.  In 
addition, the paved trail will safely accommodate 
two-way directional non-motor vehicle traffi  c and 

incorporate periodic rest stops to provide users an 
opportunity to rest and comfortably interact with 
other trail users.

Compliance with ADA standards is an important goal 
of trail design. Routing the trail within existing street 
right-of-way makes it a challenge to fully comply 
with ADA standards in certain areas. Carver County 
and local municipalities have made every attempt to 
identify a trail route that minimizes these occurrences. 
Parking is available at existing local parks, shopping 
centers along the trail. Regional amenities and 
community parks function as trailheads for the 
proposed trail in addition to other identifi ed key 
orientation points along the trail.

Crossing major roadways is necessary because the 
trail passes through fully developed urban areas. 
Carver County will investigate opportunities to 
coordinate grade-separated pedestrian crossings 
with appropriate agencies, modify, or add traffi  c 
signal timing, crosswalks and signage to ensure the 
trail meets all relevant design guidelines. The trail has 
also been planned to provide access to important 
local community destinations such as parks, 
commercial areas, community facilities, and transit 
facilities. The regional trail passes through a variety of 
neighborhoods with varying demographics, providing 
access to people with a range of social and cultural 
backgrounds.

On a broader scale, the TH 5 Regional Trail provides 
direct access to the Metropolitan Regional Trail 
System for an area currently under served by regional 
trails. Communities adjacent to the trail will not only 
have access to the TH 5 Regional Trail, but also gain 
direct access to three existing regional parks and park 
reserves including Lake Ann Park, Carver Park Reserve, 
and Lake Minnewashta Regional Park. Local trail 
connections occur along the trail to further increase 
access to neighboring communities.

AFFORDABILITY

Trails are free to use in Carver County, providing a 
recreational opportunity to residents of all income 
levels. The TH 5 Regional Trail will also provide access 
to the City of Chanhassen’s Lake Ann Park, the Lake 
Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail, and the University of 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. The Arboretum 
charges access fees for all patrons, including those 
who walk or bicycle to the facility. 
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APPENDIX A: TRAIL PLANS
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APPENDIX B: DETAILED COST ESTIMATE
Estimated Project Construction Cost

Estimated 
Quantity

Unit of 
Measurement

Estimated Unit Cost Estimated Total 
Cost

Notes

Segment 1 (Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail to Minnewashta Parkway)
Existing 8' Trail Removal 1,584 Lin Ft $16 $25,344 5
Trail Construction 1,584 Lin Ft $90 $142,560 6
Pedestrian Ramps 4 Each $2,500 $10,000 7
Wayfinding Directional Signage 3 Each $4,000 $12,000
Wayfinding Kiosk 1 Each $23,000 $23,000
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (2 Per Crossing) 1 LS $17,000 $17,000
Traffic Control Signs and Devices (includes MUTCD signage) 96 SqFt $75 $7,200 9

Segment 1 Total $237,104

Segment 2 (Minnewashta Parkway to Century Boulevard Through Arboretum)
Trail Construction 9,504 Lin Ft $90 $855,360 6
Pedestrian Ramps 6 Each $2,500 $15,000 7
Signal Intersection Improvements at Century Boulevard and TH 5 1 Each $20,000 $20,000
Wayfinding Directional Signage 2 Each $4,000 $8,000
Wayfinding Kiosk 1 Each $23,000 $23,000
Rest Stops 1 Each $6,000 $6,000 8
Traffic Control Signs and Devices (includes MUTCD signage) 128 SqFt $75 $9,600 9
Wetland Mitigation 21,460 SqFt $2 $42,920 10
Retaining Wall 875 SqFt $50 $43,750 12
Fence 7,704 Lin Ft $75 $577,800 15
Underpass (TH 41) 1 LS $850,000 $850,000 13
Property Acquisition Area A 0.5 AC $192,000 $96,000 14

Segment 2 Total $2,547,430
Segment 2a (Minnewashta Parkway to Century Boulevard Through Arboretum)

Trail Construction 10,032 Lin Ft $90 $902,880 6
Pedestrian Ramps 6 Each $2,500 $15,000 7
Signal Intersection Improvements at Century Boulevard and TH 5 1 Each $20,000 $20,000
Wayfinding Directional Signage 2 Each $4,000 $8,000
Wayfinding Kiosk 1 Each $23,000 $23,000
Rest Stops 1 Each $6,000 $6,000 8
Traffic Control Signs and Devices (includes MUTCD signage) 128 SqFt $75 $9,600 9
Boardwalk 112 Lin Ft $1,200 $134,400
Wetland Mitigation 4,540 SqFt $2 $9,080 11
Retaining Wall 875 SqFt $50 $43,750 12
Fence 6,204 Lin Ft $75 $465,300 15
Underpass (TH 41) 1 LS $850,000 $850,000 13
Property Acquisition Area A 0.5 AC $192,000 $96,000 14

Segment 2a Total $2,583,010



TH 5 Regional Trail Master Plan68

Estimated Project Construction Cost
Estimated 
Quantity

Unit of 
Measurement

Estimated Unit Cost Estimated Total 
Cost

Notes

Segment 3 (Century Boulevard to Bluff Creek Underpass)
Pedestrian Ramps 6 Each $2,500 $15,000 7
Wayfinding Directional Signage 3 Each $4,000 $12,000
Traffic Control Signs and Devices (includes MUTCD signage) 128 SqFt $75 $9,600 9
Underpass (TH 5) 1 LS $850,000 $850,000 13

Segment 3 Total $886,600

Segment 3a (Century Boulevard to Bluff Creek Underpass)
Existing 8' Trail Removal 7,920 Lin Ft $16 $126,720 5
Trail Construction 7,920 Lin Ft $90 $712,800 6
Pedestrian Ramps 8 Each $2,500 $20,000 7
Wayfinding Directional Signage 7 Each $4,000 $28,000
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (2 per crossing) 1 LS $17,000 $17,000
Traffic Control Signs and Devices (includes MUTCD signage) 160 SqFt $75 $12,000 9
Wetland Mitigation 27,000 SqFt $2 $54,000 16

Segment 3a Total $970,520

Segment 4 (Bluff Creek Underpass to Audubon Road)
Pedestrian Ramps 3 Each $2,500 $7,500 7
Traffic Control Signs and Devices (includes MUTCD signage) 64 SqFt $75 $4,800 9

Segment 4 Total $12,300

Segment 5 (Audubon Road to Market Boulevard)
Existing 8' Trail Removal 528 Lin Ft $16 $8,448 5
Trail Construction 528 Lin Ft $90 $47,520 6
Pedestrian Ramps 4 Each $2,500 $10,000 7
Signal Intersection Improvements at Powers Blvd and West 78th Street 1 Each $20,000 $20,000
Wayfinding Directional Signage 2 Each $4,000 $8,000
Wayfinding Kiosk 1 Each $23,000 $23,000
Traffic Control Signs and Devices (includes MUTCD signage) 128 SqFt $75 $9,600 9

Segment 5 Total $126,568

Segment 6 (Market Boulevard to Dell Road)
Existing 8' Trail Removal 4,224 Lin Ft $16 $67,584 5
Trail Construction 4,224 Lin Ft $90 $380,160 6
Pedestrian Ramps 2 Each $2,500 $5,000 7
Signal Intersection Improvements at Dell Road and TH 5 1 Each $20,000 $20,000
Wayfinding Directional Signage 1 Each $4,000 $4,000
Traffic Control Signs and Devices (includes MUTCD signage) 128 SqFt $75 $9,600 9

Segment 6 Total $486,344
Subtotal preferred route $4,296,346

Subtotal Construction Cost Estimate $4,296,346
20% Construction Contingency1 $859,269
Subtotal Construction Cost Estimate with Construction Contingency $5,155,615
20% Design and Engineering Contingency $859,269
Total Estimated Construction Cost $6,014,884
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Cost Estimate Notes:

3. Cost participation between regional park implementing agencies and other agencies on improvements beyond
construction of the actual trail, such as any roadway reconstruction to accommodate the regional trail, shall be reviewed
as implementation is considered.

6. Existing trail construction assumes 10' wide bituminous trail, turf establishment, and signage. Estimate does not
include any retaining walls or streetscaping such as boulevard trees and decorative lighting.

7. Includes items such as removing and reinstalling curb and gutter, driveway aprons and storm sewer catch basins.

8. Includes concrete pad, bench, trash receptacle, and bike rack.

9. Assumes 32 SqFt per intersection. SqFt based on local roadway crossing. Includes steep slope signage.

10. Assumes 20 feet of impacts at Arboretum Drive.

11. Assumes 20 feet of impacts at utility corridor.

12. Assumes modular block wall.

13. Trail underpass price includes contingency costs for utility relocation, traffic control, construction and contractor safety.

14. Based on parcel tax data 2017, 5.78 ac valued at $1,008,100, plus 10%= $192,000/ac.

15. Assumes 10' chain link fence.

16. Assumes 10 feet of impacts at Chanhassen Nature Preserve.

4. Estimate does not include any utility relocation costs.

1. Construction cost estimate includes a 20% design and administration fee and an additional 20% construction contingency factor for unforeseen costs.

2. Estimates are based on current 2017 construction costs.

5. Existing trail removal assumes 8' wide bituminous trail. Actual dimensions may vary.
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APPENDIX C: RESOLUTIONS OF SUPPORT
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 APPENDIX D: PUBLIC INPUT MATERIALS
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WELCOME

TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL MASTER PLAN

OPEN HOUSE #1

Chanhassen Recreation Center
March 15, 2017
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PROJECT INTRODUCTION

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The TH 5 Regional Trail Master Plan is a project of Carver County Parks that 
will provide the County with a plan to implement a new regional trail along 
the Highway 5 corridor. Once the master plan is completed and approved 
by the Metropolitan Council, Carver County will be able to request and 
utilize regional park system development funds to begin implementing trail 
development and improvements as identifi ed in the master plan.

PROJECT EXTENTS
The proposed trail will extend from the Carver County/Hennepin County line, 
near County Road 101 in Chanhassen to the Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional 
Trail crossing of Rolling Acres Road in Victoria. The regional trail will utilize 
several existing local trail segments, the Victoria Regional Trail and a new trail 
alignment through the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. The proposed trail 
fi lls a gap in the regional trail network and is identifi ed as regional trail search 
corridor. When completed, the trail corridor will provide users with an off-road, 
independent trail alignment connecting several signifi cant local and regional park 
and trail facilities, including:

• Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
• Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail
• Lake Ann Park in Chanhassen
• Trail connection to Lake Minnewashta Regional Park
• Trail connection to Carver Park Reserve

PROJECT CORRIDOR

Minnesota
Landscape
Arboretum

C
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r C
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nt

y 
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TRAIL DESIGN, OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE

Shoulder/
Clear Zone

2’-0”

Min. 3’-0”
Clear to Edge 

of Sign

Paved Trail
10’-0”

Vertical 
Clear Zone

10’-0”

CL

TRAIL DESIGN
The proposed 10’ wide, paved multi-use trail will be designed in accordance with the MnDOT 
Bikeway Facility Design Manual which refl ects state and federal guidelines.  Some trail segments 
may be 12’ wide upon city request and available right-of-way.  Boardwalks, where proposed, may 
be 12’ wide across wetlands or other sensitive sites. New trail underpasses will be developed to 
meet state and federal trail guidelines to provide access for maintenance vehicles. Many of the 
site-specifi c details that are not addressed during the planning phase will be addressed during 
the design phase. This includes the confi guration of trail crossings, and locations of signage, rest 
stops and trailheads.

MAINTENANCE
Carver County, through joint powers agreements with Chanhassen, Victoria and the Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum will provide maintenance services for the regional trail. Routine 
maintenance includes mowing, trash removal, vegetation trimming, and sweeping. Inspections to 
the regional trail will also be included to ensure trails are usable and meet the expectations of the 
visitors they serve. Extraordinary maintenance will occur in response to storm damage, and other 
unplanned circumstances. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
The TH 5 Regional Trail will be patrolled by contracted police services and/or the Carver County 
Park Patrol services.

ALLOWED USES
Walking, dog-walking, running/jogging, bicycling, and in-line skating during the non-winter 
months.  Winter use will be determined by the individual cities in which the trail is located.

Typcial Trail Section
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PROJECT SCHEDULE

Carver County TH 5 Trail Master Plan 2017
Task January February March April May June July August September
Inventory & Analysis

Trail Alignment & Amenity Alternatives

Develop Preferred Trail Alignment

Master Plan Document Preparation

Cost Estimate

County and Met Council Review

Meetings
Task Force Meeting (4)
Open House (2)
Pop up Meeting (2)
On line Questionnaire
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TRAIL ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVES

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail

Local Trails/Sidewalks

Sidewalks/Local Trails

Hiking Trails

County Line

School

Library

Existing Pedestrian Bridge or Tunnel

Proposed Pedestrian Tunnel

Parks

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum

Open Space

Lakes

Parcels

0 1000 2000 ft NORTH

Segment A

Segment B

Segment C

Segment D
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SEGMENT ANALYSIS MATRIX

Segment From To Along Through Total Trail Length No Trail Length
Existing Asphalt
Trail Length

Existing Asphalt
Trail Width

Existing Concrete
Trail Length

Existing Concrete
Trail Width

Number of
Adjacent Parcels4

Driveway Crossing
At Grade Road

Crossings
Destinations

Connected By Trail

A 1
Lake Minnetonka LRT

Regional Trail
Minnewashta

Pkwy
County Road 5 1.3 0 1.3 10 0 0 7 4 2 1

1.3 0 1.3 10 0 0 7 4 2 1

Segment From To Along Through Total Trail Length No Trail Length
Existing Asphalt
Trail Length

Existing Asphalt
Trail Width

Existing Concrete
Trail Length

Existing Concrete
Trail Width

Number of
Adjacent Parcels4

Driveway Crossing
At Grade Road

Crossings
Destinations

Connected By Trail

B 1 Minnewashta Pkwy Century Blvd
Minnesota
Landscape
Arboretum

1.83 1.68 0 0 0 0 9 4 3 2

B 2 Minnewashta Pkwy Century Blvd
Minnesota
Landscape
Arboretum

1.89 1.68 0 0 0 0 9 3 3 2

1.89 1.68 0 0 0 0 9 3 3 2

Segment From To Along Through Total Trail Length No Trail Length
Existing Asphalt
Trail Length

Existing Asphalt
Trail Width

Existing Concrete
Trail Length

Existing Concrete
Trail Width

Number of
Adjacent Parcels4

Driveway Crossing
At Grade Road

Crossings
Destinations

Connected By Trail

C 1 Century Blvd Galpin Blvd Coulter Blvd 0.76 0 0.76 8 to 10 0 0 8 6 2 0
C 2 Galpin Blvd Audubond Rd Coulter Blvd 1.14 0 0.95 8 0.19 8 9 2 2 0

C 3 Audubon Rd Market Blvd
Park Dr and Lake

Dr
1.67 0 0.22 8 1.45 6 19 16 3 3

C 4 Market Blvd County Line Lake Dr and Th 5 1.09 0 0.46 8 0.63 6 15 9 4 1
4.66 0 2.39 24 2.27 20 51 33 11 4

Segment From To Along Through Total Trail Length No Trail Length
Existing Asphalt
Trail Length

Existing Asphalt
Trail Width

Existing Concrete
Trail Length

Existing Concrete
Trail Width

Number of
Adjacent Parcels4

Driveway Crossing
At Grade Road

Crossings
Destinations

Connected By Trail
D1 Century Blvd Galapin Blvd 78th St 0.78 0 0.78 10 0 0 12 0 4 0
D 2 Galapin Blvd Audubond Rd 78th St 0.85 0 0.85 10 0 0 8 0 2 0
D 3 Audubond Rd Market Blvd 78th St 1.5 0 1.5 10 0 0 12 0 3 0
D 4 Market Blvd County Line Th 5 0.84 0 0.84 10 0 0 11 0 3 0

3.13 0 3.13 30 0 0 43 0 12 0

Subtotal

Subtotal

Subtotal

Subtotal
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EXISTING TRAIL WIDTHS

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail

Local Trails/Sidewalks

Sidewalks/Local Trails

Hiking Trails

County Line

No Existing Trail or Sidewalk

Existing 10’ Asphalt Trail

Existing 8’ Asphalt Trail

Existing 8’ Concrete Trail/Sidewalk

Existing 6’ Concrete Trail/Sidewalk

0 1000 2000 ft NORTH

Parks

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum

Open Space

Lakes

Parcels
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Carver County Parks

TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL A1: LAKE MINNETONKA LRT REGIONAL TRAIL TO MINNESOTA LANDSCAPE ARBORETUM

Local Trail

Segment A1

0 200 400 ft NORTH

Arboretum

Park/Open Space

Pond

Lake

Parcels
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Carver County Parks

TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL B1-B2: MINNESOTA LANDSCAPE ARBORETUM

Local Trail

Segment B1

Segment B2

Segment B1 & B2

0 200 400 ft NORTH

Arboretum

Park/Open Space

Pond

Lake

Parcels
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LLLLLIIIIIIIIFFFFFFFFFFFFEEEE TTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEEEEE FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFIIIIIIIIIIIIIIITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
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Carver County Parks
TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL C1, C2, D1 & D2: CENTURY BOULEVARD - AUDUBON  ROAD

0 200 400 ft NORTH

Local Trail

Park/Open Space

Pond

Lake

Parcels

Segment C1

Segment C2

Segment D1

Segment D2
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CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHHHAAAAAAAAANNNNNNNNNNNNNNHHHHHHHHHHHHHHAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEENNNNNNNNNNNNN 

RRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEECCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCEEEENNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNTTTTTEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR
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AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT----------GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCRRRRRRRRRRROOOOOOOOOOOOOOSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT----------GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAADDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE   CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCRRRROOOOOOSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSIIIINNNNNNGGGGGGG

AAAAAATTTTT----GGGGGGGGRRRAAADDDEEEE   CCCCRRRROOOOOOSSSSSSSSSSIIIIIINNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGG

AAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTT--GGGGGGGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAADDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEE CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRROOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGG
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Carver County Parks
TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL C3, C4, D3 & D4:  AUDUBON ROAD - COUNTY LINE

0 200 400 ft NORTH

Local Trail
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Lake
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Segment C3

Segment C4

Segment D3

Segment D4

Segment C4 & D4
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EEEEEEEXXXXXXXXXIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOVVVVVVVVVVVEEEERRRRRRRRRRRRRPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

AATTT---GGGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE CCCCCCCCCCCRRRRROOOSSSSSSSSSSSIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGG
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PROJECT INTRODUCTION

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The TH 5 Regional Trail Master Plan is a project of Carver 
County Parks that will provide the County with a plan 
to implement a new regional trail along the Highway 5 
corridor. Once the master plan is completed and approved 
by the Metropolitan Council, Carver County will be able 
to request and utilize regional park system development 
funds to begin implementing trail development and 

PROJECT EXTENTS
The proposed trail will extend from the Carver County/Hennepin 
County line, near County Road 101 in Chanhassen to the Lake 
Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail crossing of Rolling Acres Road 
in Victoria. The regional trail will utilize several existing local trail 
segments, the Victoria Regional Trail and a new trail alignment 

search corridor. When completed, the trail corridor will provide users 
with an off-road, independent trail alignment connecting several 

• Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
• Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail
• Lake Ann Park in Chanhassen
• Trail connection to Lake Minnewashta Regional Park
• Trail connection to Carver Park Reserve

Proposed Regional Trail

Proposed Regional Trail Alternate

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail

Local Trails/Sidewalks

Hiking Trails

County Line

City Limits

School

Library

Existing Pedestrian Bridge or Tunnel

Proposed Pedestrian Tunnel
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TRAIL DESIGN, OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE

Shoulder/
Clear Zone

2’-0”

Min. 3’-0”
Clear to Edge 

of Sign

Paved Trail
10’-0”

Vertical 
Clear Zone

10’-0”

CL

TRAIL DESIGN
The proposed 10’ wide, paved multi-use trail will be designed in accordance with the MnDOT 

may be 12’ wide upon city request and available right-of-way.  Boardwalks, where proposed, may 
be 12’ wide across wetlands or other sensitive sites. New trail underpasses will be developed to 
meet state and federal trail guidelines to provide access for maintenance vehicles. Many of the 

stops and trailheads.

MAINTENANCE
Carver County, through joint powers agreements with Chanhassen, Victoria and the Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum will provide maintenance services for the regional trail. Routine 
maintenance includes mowing, trash removal, vegetation trimming, and sweeping. Inspections to 
the regional trail will also be included to ensure trails are usable and meet the expectations of the 
visitors they serve. Extraordinary maintenance will occur in response to storm damage, and other 
unplanned circumstances. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
The TH 5 Regional Trail will be patrolled by contracted police services and/or the Carver County 
Park Patrol services.

ALLOWED USES
Walking, dog-walking, running/jogging, bicycling, and in-line skating during the non-winter 
months.  Winter use will be determined by the individual cities in which the trail is located.

Typcial Trail Section
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PROJECT SCHEDULE

Carver County TH 5 Trail Master Plan 2017
Task January February March April May June July August September
Inventory & Analysis

Trail Alignment & Amenity Alternatives

Develop Preferred Trail Alignment

Master Plan Document Preparation

Cost Estimate

County and Met Council Review

Meetings
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TRAIL ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVES

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail

Local Trails/Sidewalks

Sidewalks/Local Trails

Hiking Trails

County Line

School

Library

Existing Pedestrian Bridge or Tunnel

Proposed Pedestrian Tunnel

Parks

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum

Open Space

Lakes

Parcels

0 1000 2000 ft NORTH

Proposed Trail Segment

Proposed Regional Trail Segment

Alternate

Proposed Regional Trail Segment

(un-built)
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TRAIL ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVE: CENTURY BOULEVARD TO CHANHASSEN RECREATION CENTER UNDERPASS
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EXISTING CONDITION PHOTOS

Rolling Acres Road and Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail TH 5 Underpass into Minnesota Landscape Arboretum near Minnewashta Parkway

Opportunity for pedestrian crossing improvements  at TH 5 and Century Boulevard

Trail alignment options between Century Boulevard and Chanhassen Recreation Center

Existing trail crossing at Minnewashta Parkway

Preferred trail alignment near Lifetime FitnessPreferred trail alignment through Minnesota Landscape Arboretum

Underpass at Chanhassen Recreation Center Typical 10’ trail along 78th Street
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EXISTING TRAIL WIDTHS

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail

Local Trails/Sidewalks

Sidewalks/Local Trails

Hiking Trails

County Line

No Existing Trail or Sidewalk

Existing 10’ Asphalt Trail

Existing 8’ Asphalt Trail

Existing 8’ Concrete Trail/Sidewalk

Existing 6’ Concrete Trail/Sidewalk

0 1000 2000 ft NORTH

Parks

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum

Open Space

Lakes

Parcels
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Carver County Parks

TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL PREFERRED ALIGNMENT
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
The TH 5 Regional Trail Master Plan is a project of Carver 
County Parks that will provide the County with a plan 
to implement a new regional trail along the Highway 5 
corridor. Once the master plan is completed and approved 
by the Metropolitan Council, Carver County will be able 
to request and utilize regional park system development 
funds to begin implementing trail development and 

PROJECT EXTENTS
The proposed trail will extend from the Carver County/Hennepin 
County line, near County Road 101 in Chanhassen to the Lake 
Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail crossing of Rolling Acres Road 
in Victoria. The regional trail will utilize several existing local trail 
segments, the Victoria Regional Trail and a new trail alignment 

search corridor. When completed, the trail corridor will provide users 
with an off-road, independent trail alignment connecting several 

• Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
• Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail
• Lake Ann Park in Chanhassen
• Trail connection to Lake Minnewashta Regional Park
• Trail connection to Carver Park Reserve

PROJECT CORRIDOR

Proposed Regional Trail

Proposed Regional Trail Alternate

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail

Local Trails/Sidewalks

Hiking Trails

County Line

City Limits

School

Library

Existing Pedestrian Bridge or Tunnel

Proposed Pedestrian Tunnel
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Carver County Parks

TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL PREFERRED ALIGNMENT
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Carver County Parks

TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL PREFERRED ALIGNMENT
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
The TH 5 Regional Trail Master Plan is a project of Carver 
County Parks that will provide the County with a plan 
to implement a new regional trail along the Highway 5 
corridor. Once the master plan is completed and approved 
by the Metropolitan Council, Carver County will be able 
to request and utilize regional park system development 
funds to begin implementing trail development and 
improvements as identifi ed in the master plan.

PROJECT EXTENTS
The proposed trail will extend from the Carver County/Hennepin 
County line, near County Road 101 in Chanhassen to the Lake 
Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail crossing of Rolling Acres Road 
in Victoria. The regional trail will utilize several existing local trail 
segments, the Victoria Regional Trail and a new trail alignment 
through the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. The proposed trail fi lls 
a gap in the regional trail network and is identifi ed as regional trail 
search corridor. When completed, the trail corridor will provide users 
with an off-road, independent trail alignment connecting several 
signifi cant local and regional park and trail facilities, including:

• Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
• Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail
• Lake Ann Park in Chanhassen
• Trail connection to Lake Minnewashta Regional Park
• Trail connection to Carver Park Reserve

PROJECT CORRIDOR

Proposed Regional Trail

Proposed Regional Trail Alternate

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail

Local Trails/Sidewalks

Hiking Trails

County Line

City Limits

School

Library

Existing Pedestrian Bridge or Tunnel

Proposed Pedestrian Tunnel
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Carver County Parks
TH 5 REGIONAL TRAIL PREFERRED ALIGNMENT
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