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TOWNSHIP OVERVIEW
Located in the watershed of the Crow River, approximately 32 miles west of the Twin Cities
Metropolitan Area, Watertown Township is one of ten townships in Carver County, Minnesota.
Settled in 1856 and organized on April 13, 1858, Watertown Township received this name
“because of the township‘s large water supply,” by five or six lakes and the south fork of the
Crow River. A number of industries developed there, including sorghum, saw and flour mills,
plow works, hotels, a creamery, and a brewery. It had a station of the Electric Short Line. In
2016, Watertown Township had an estimated population of 1,217 (Metropolitan Council),
making it the fourth most populous township in Carver County. Watertown Township has a
total land area of approximately 33.1 square miles (21,160 acres) and is included in the Luce
Line Trail route. Watertown Township borders Wright County to the north, Hollywood
Township to the west, Waconia Township to the south, and Hennepin County to the east.
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POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLDS
Population Trends and Forecasts

Household Trends and Forecasts

Watertown Township has experienced a slight decrease in population over the last
several decades. The Metropolitan Council estimates that in 2016, Watertown
Township’s population numbered approximately 1,217.

Watertown Township has experienced a modest increase in households over the last
several decades. The number of households have been increasing steadily since 1970.

Watertown Township’s households are expected to be increasing over the next few
Watertown Township’s population is expected to decrease over the next few decades. decades. The Metropolitan Council forecasts for 2020, 2030, and 2040, suggests that
The Metropolitan Council forecasts for 2020, 2030, and 2040, suggest that Watertown Watertown Township will have a total of 500 household by 2040.
Township will have a population of 1,100 by 2040.
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2010 Census

2016 MC
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2040 MC
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Watertown
Township

468

480

490

500

500

Carver
County Total

32,891

36,418

40,940

52,180

62,590
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WATERTOWN TOWNSHIP LAND USE SUMMARY

EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATION
Employment Status, Educational Attainment, and Employment Forecasts

Land Use Category

Employment Status and Commute to Work
According to the 2015 U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, Watertown
Township had an estimated 1,277 persons the age of 16 years and over. Of this total,
68.1% of these persons were in the labor force. The total civilian labor force (not
including persons on active duty in the United States Armed Forces, unpaid volunteers
or homemakers) consisted of 870 persons, 66.0% of which were employed and 2.1%
unemployed.
Educational Attainment
In 2015, Watertown Township had approximately 1,045 people 25 years and over, 339
were high school graduates. In addition, 245 had some college with no degree, 142
obtained an associate’s degree, 226 graduated with bachelor’s degrees, and 61
received a graduate or professional degree. Overall, 96.9% of the population 25 years
and over were high school graduates or higher.
Employment Forecast
Job growth in Watertown Township is expected to increase only minimally over the
next couple decades. The Township Land Use Policy of directing commercial and
industrial activities to rural service districts and cities limits the amount of new jobs
possible in the township outside of the agricultural industry.

Community

2010 Census

2020 MC
Forecast
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Watertown
Township

392

410

420
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Carver County
Total

31,866

42,190

48,100

53,840
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2040 (acres)

Agricultural

11,373

9,843

Farmstead

355

328

Golf Course

181

125

Industrial and Utility

15

13

Institutional

27

26

Major Highway

127

102

1,359

1,323

Park, Recreational or Preserve

140

112

Retail and Other Commercial

34

30

Single Family Detached

727

592

6,841

5,693

0

2,992

21,179

21,179

Open Water

Undeveloped Land
Transition Area

Employment Estimates and Forecasts

2016 (acres)

TOTAL

Note: This table may not reflect future changes to land use which are allowed
through current controls and regulations.
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AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE

Watertown Township has a moderate participation rate in
the Agricultural Preserve Program. As of 2014,
approximately 7,613 acres (36%) of the land within the
Township is entered in the program. The Agricultural
Preserve participation rate indicates a commitment to
agriculture over the long-term. The Agricultural Preserve
covenant limits the residential density to 1 dwelling per 40
acres, regardless of other zoning provisions.
Overall, Carver County has a high participation rate within
the Agricultural Preserve Program compared to other
metropolitan counties. As of 2014, Carver County had a
total of 104,781 acres enrolled in the program. The Twin
Cities Metro region had a total of 189,570 acres enrolled.
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PRIME AGRICULTURAL SOILS
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TRAIL AND BIKEWAY PLAN
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WATERTOWN TOWNSHIP EXISTING LAND USE
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WATERTOWN TOWNSHIP PLANNED LAND USE
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WATERTOWN TOWNSHIP POLICIES
Land Use
Because of the location, soil types, development trends, market demands in the area, and distance to sewer and water service, agriculture will continue to be the principal land
use in Watertown Township. Land use patterns will remain relatively stable. Very limited amounts of agricultural land will be converted to residential uses. The land at the
area around Highway 7/ CSAH 10 intersection is designated as an economic development opportunity area and may be converted to uses other than agriculture.
TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-1

Agriculture will continue to be the primary land use and economic base of the Township. The Township hereby adopts the Carver County
Land Use Plan as part of the Township Plan. A map showing future land use in the Township can be found in the County Plan. The County
Plan along with the policies in this Plan will be used to manage land use and environmental resources in Watertown Township.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-2

Policy Area Designation: The entire Township, outside of the designated Transition Policy Area, is hereby designated as being in the
Agricultural Policy Area. The Township’s land use policy designations are shown on the Policy Map. For the land in the Agricultural Policy
Area, the Township chooses to utilize Option 3—High Amenity, as provided for in the Carver County Land Use Plan. The waterbodies
eligible for additional density under Option 3 are: Rice Lake, Oak Lake, Mud Lake, Swede Lake, Buck Lake, Goose Lake, Lippert Lake, and the
Crow River.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-3

Watertown Township recognizes golf courses as a compatible and desirable land use within the Township, as defined in the Carver County
Land Use Element. Development standards and guidelines as defined in the County Comprehensive Plan and County Water Plan will be
followed for any golf course development.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-4

Watertown Township recognizes the importance of preserving natural amenities and resources. The Township chooses to additionally
allow for Option 4– Conservation Incentive, as provided for in the Carver County Land Use Plan.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-5

Watertown chooses to provide for the transfer of building eligibilities to non-adjacent parcels, as provided for in the County Plan.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-6

Watertown Township adopts the animal agriculture operations policy and standards contained in the County Land Use Plan and the County
Feedlot Ordinance. In addition, the Township adopts standards which apply to areas east and west of a division line which runs from State
Highway 25 on the north Township boundary to State Highway 7, east on Highway 7 to CSAH 10, then south on CSAH 10 to the south
Township boundary. The following standards will apply to animal agriculture operations in Watertown Township:
 New and expanded animal agriculture operation feedlots greater than 50 Animal Units (AU) shall be required to obtain a
Conditional Use Permit.
 New animal agriculture operations east of the division line are restricted to 200 AUs or less;
 New animal agriculture operations west of the division line are restricted to 400 AUs or less;
 Expansion of existing animal agriculture operations are restricted to a 25 percent above existing AU;
 No expansions above 200 AU will be allowed east of the division and no expansions above 400 AU west of the division line
shall be allowed.
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WATERTOWN TOWNSHIP POLICIES
Land Use—Continued
TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-7

The Transition Areas, as identified in the Township Policy Map, shall be managed in accordance with the policies in the County Plan. Those
areas which lie within Orderly Annexation Areas for either the Cities or Mayer or Watertown and have had planning and zoning authority
transferred to either City shall be managed according to policies in the City Plan.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-8

Commercial outdoor shooting ranges accommodating rifles and/or handguns, shall not be permitted to be built nor operated at any
location within Watertown Township.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-9

Watertown Township, in concert with Carver County and the Cities of Watertown and Mayer, studied the concept of the designation of an
economic development opportunity area near State Highway 7 and County State Aid Highway 10. Appropriate land uses in the area would
be for the purposes of enhancing energy use, generation, transmission, and operations; public service operations; agricultural-based
activities which support area land uses, and other uses which do not require municipal services. Actual development would need to be
preceded by a Comprehensive Plan amendment which would include, but is not limited to: land use change, development plan,
environmental analysis, traffic studies, stormwater management, sewer and water needs, and development standards.

Water Resources
Carver County is the water authority for the Crow River and Carver Creek Watersheds and the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District is the water authority for the MCWD. They
are required to prepare and implement a water plans which addresses surface water and groundwater issues. The Township is required to adopt a Local Watershed
Management Plan that complies with the Watershed Plans.
TOWNSHIP POLICY WR-1

Watertown Township hereby concurs with and adopts the Carver County Water Management Organization (CCWMO) and the Minnehaha
Creek Watershed District (MCWD) Water Management Plans; this plan serves as the Township’s Local Surface Water Management Plan.
The CCWMO Watershed Management Plan will be updated in 2018.

Parks, Open Space, and Trails
TOWNSHIP POLICY POST-1

Watertown Township acknowledges that the Metropolitan Council’s Regional Park Policy Plan (RPPP) identifies the Crow River Regional Trail
(identified to as the Western Carver County Regional Trail in the RPPP) with a potential future alignment through the Township as a linking
trail. The establishment of any future trail alignment will result from a master plan process done in coordination with Watertown Township,
Carver County, and others. At the time the trail is to be built, the Watertown Township Board will determine the final location of the trail
through the public process with Watertown Township residents.

TOWNSHIP POLICY POST-2

Watertown Township acknowledges that the Metropolitan Council’s Regional Park Policy Plan (RPPP) identifies the County Road 10 Regional
Trail with a potential future alignment through the Township. The establishment of any future trail alignment will result from a master plan
process done in coordination with Watertown Township, Carver County, and others. At the time the trail is to be built, the Watertown
Township Board will determine the final location of the trail through the public process with Watertown Township residents.
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WATERTOWN TOWNSHIP POLICIES
Transportation
Watertown Township’s transportation system consists of County and State Highways and Township roads (see map). The Township is responsible for the planning,
construction, and maintenance of the Township road system, while the County and State are responsible for their respective systems. The primary function of local roads is to
provide access to individual parcels of land and to move traffic to the collector system. The purpose of the collectors is to collect traffic from the local roads and to provide
access to individual parcels of property. The principal function of the arterials is to move traffic to destinations outside the Township and to provide for connections to the
regional system. In a rural area such as Watertown Township, the arterials also perform a secondary function of providing access to individual parcels of property.
TOWNSHIP POLICY TR-1

The Township’s primary responsibility is the maintenance and improvement of the Township road system as shown on the Policy Map and
as provided by statute. The Township road system will be maintained at a level consistent with the need to serve the agricultural economy
and residential development at densities provided in the Land Use element. Improvements will be made only to maintain or attain that
level of service. The road system consists of those roads identified as Township roads on the Watertown Township Policy Map. The
system may be modified by additions or deletions to the system made on the official town road map, as recorded in the Office of the County
Recorder or other appropriate Township action.

TOWNSHIP POLICY TR-2

Alternatives should be investigated in cases where the approval of a change in land use would raise traffic on a gravel road substantially
above 200 ADT. Individual land uses that will generate high levels of traffic and/or heavy vehicle traffic will be discourage and may be
required to participate in the upgrading of facilities.

TOWNSHIP POLICY TR-3

Watertown Township does not foresee the need for the construction of any new roads on the Township system. The Township’s primary
concern is the maintenance and improvement (when necessary) of the town road system. If new roads are needed to provide service to
new development, these roads will be constructed solely at the expense of the developer. Such roads shall meet Township and County
standards for local roads or a higher standard if the road will be of a higher classification as shown in the County Transportation Plan. The
Township will not accept these as public roads. These roads will be maintained and repaired by a homeowner’s association or similar entity
consisting of the land owners served by the road. However, the Township may accept a new road if it connects to an existing public road at
either end.
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WATERTOWN TOWNSHIP POLICY MAP
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