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TOWNSHIP OVERVIEW
Located between the Towns of Chaska and Cologne, approximately 35 miles southwest of the
Twin Cities Metropolitan Area, Dahlgren Township is one of ten townships in Carver County,
Minnesota. Settle in 1854 and organized on April 5, 1864, Dahlgren Township was originally
named Liberty until it was changed a month later. After realizing there was another town in
the state by that name, the state auditor suggested naming it after John Adolphus Bernard
Dahlgren, an ordnance officer for the U.S. Navy during the Civil War. He designed many of the
weapons used, including a cast iron cannon referred to as the ‘Dahlgren Gun’. In 2016,
Dahlgren Township had an estimated population of 1,322 (Metropolitan Council), making it the
second most populous township in Carver County. Dahlgren Township has a total land area of
approximately 35.6 square miles (22,784 acres). Dahlgren Township borders Laketown
Township to the north, Benton Township to the west, San Francisco Township to the south,
and the cities of Carver and Chaska to the east.
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POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLDS
Population Trends and Forecasts

Household Trends and Forecasts

Dahlgren Township has experienced a slight population change over the last several
decades. The Metropolitan Council estimates that in 2016, Dahlgren Township’s
population numbered approximately 1,322.

Dahlgren Township has experienced modest growth in households over the last
several decades.

Dahlgren Township’s population is expected to see a large decline over the next few
decades. The Metropolitan Council forecasts for 2020, 2030, and 2040, suggest a
declining population with the 2040 population expected to be approximately 710
people. The forecasted decline in population is mostly due to future annexations by
the City of Carver.
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Dahlgren Township’s households are expected to be declining over the next few
decades as annexation occurs. The Metropolitan Council forecasts for 2020, 2030, and
2040, suggest a decrease of 200 households from 2016 to 2040. Camden Township
saw an increase in households from 1970 until reaching a peak in 2000.

2.70% of
Total

20,000

1.97% of
Total

2.76% of
Total

2.37% of
Total

10,000

20,000

0

0
1980

1990

Year

2000

1980

2010

1990

Year

2000

2010

Source: US Census Bureau, Dicennial Census, 1980, 1990 ,2000 ,2010

Source: US Census Bureau, Dicennial Census, 1980, 1990 ,2000 ,2010

Population Estimates and Forecasts

Households Estimates and Forecasts
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Forecast
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1,322

1,140
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710
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Township
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DAHLGREN TOWNSHIP LAND USE SUMMARY

EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATION
Employment Status, Educational Attainment, and Employment Forecasts

Land Use Category

2016 (acres)

2040 (acres)

Employment Status and Commute to Work
According to the 2015 U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, Dahlgren
Township had an estimated 958 persons the age of 16 years and over. Of this total,
76.2% of these persons were in the labor force. The total civilian labor force (not
including persons on active duty in the United States Armed Forces, unpaid volunteers
or homemakers) consisted of 730 persons, 73.2% of which were employed and 3.0%
unemployed.
Educational Attainment
In 2015, Dahlgren Township had approximately 811 people 25 years and over, 319
were high school graduates. In addition, 163 had some college with no degree, 95
obtained an associate’s degree, 113 graduated with bachelor’s degrees, and 82
received a graduate or professional degree. Overall, 95.2% of the population 25 years
and over were high school graduates or higher.

Agricultural

15,462

11,569

Extractive

232

0

Farmstead

400

289

Golf Course

135

135

Industrial and Utility

74

24

Institutional

32

20

Major Highway

159

120

Open Water

376

318

Park, Recreational or Preserve

168

4

Retail and Other Commercial

17

16

Single Family Detached

731

448

5,014

3,477

0

6,380

22,800

22,800

Employment Forecast
Job growth in Dahlgren Township is expected to increase over the next couple
decades. Dahlgren Township is projected to see an increase of 398 jobs from the year
2010 to the year 2040.

Undeveloped Land

Employment Estimates and Forecasts
Community

2010 Census

2020 MC
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Forecast

2040 MC
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Township
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Carver County
Total
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42,190

48,100

53,840
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Transition Area
TOTAL

Note: This table may not reflect future changes to land use which are allowed
through current controls and regulations.
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AGRICULTURAL PRESERVES

Dahlgren Township has a moderate participation rate in the
Agricultural Preserve Program. As of 2014, approximately
12,161 acres (53%) of the land within the Township is
entered in the program. The Agricultural Preserve
participation rate indicates a commitment to agriculture
over the long-term. The Agricultural Preserve covenant
limits the residential density to 1 dwelling per 40 acres,
regardless of other zoning provisions.
Overall, Carver County has a high participation rate within
the Agricultural Preserve Program compared to other
metropolitan counties. As of 2014, Carver County had a
total of 104,781 acres enrolled in the program. The Twin
Cities Metro region had a total of 189,570 acres enrolled.
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PRIME AGRICULTURAL SOILS
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DAHLGREN TOWNSHIP EXISTING LAND USE

Source: Metropolitan Council
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DAHLGREN TOWNSHIP PLANNED LAND USE
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DAHLGREN TOWNSHIP POLICIES
Land Use
Because of the location, soil types, development trends, market demands in the area, and distance to sewer and water service, agriculture will continue to be the principal land
use in Dahlgren Township. Land use patterns will remain relatively stable. Very limited amounts of agricultural land will be converted to residential uses. The limited
residential development that is expected to occur will generally locate in the wooded and pasture areas. Lakeshore would not be eligible under the wooded lot provision. In
2009, the City of Carver and Dahlgren Township executed an orderly annexation agreement that identifies the area east of CSAH 43 as converting to urban uses during this
planning period.
TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-1

Agriculture will continue to be the primary land use and economic base of the Township. The Township hereby adopts the Carver County
Land Use Plan as part of the Township Plan. A map showing future land use in the Township can be found in the County Plan. The County
Plan along with the policies in this Plan will be used to manage land use and environmental resources in Dahlgren Township.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-2

Policy Area Designation: Dahlgren Township’s land use policy designations are shown on the Policy Map. For the land in the Agricultural
Policy Area the Township chooses to utilize Option 2—Wooded Lot as provided for in the Carver County Land Use Plan. The density in the
Township shall be limited to the basic 1 dwelling per 1/4 1/4 section, plus the additional density in wooded areas as provided in County
Policy. Lakeshore in and of itself shall not constitute eligibility for “wooded lots”.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-3

The County Plan provides for a number of land use options the Township can choose to implement. Dahlgren Township chooses not to
implement: additional feedlot regulations. Dahlgren Township chooses to implement: the transfer of 1 per 40 eligibilities to non– adjacent
parcels and chooses to allow golf courses.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-4

The Township contains one Rural Service District—the northern half of the East Union District. East Union is not expected to experience
significant new development. The East Union Rural Service District is shown on the Township Policy Map.

TOWNSHIP POLICY LU-5

The City of Carver borders Dahlgren Township to the east. The City of Carver recently updates its Comprehensive Plan which includes
substantial additional area in its 2040 growth area. The Township’s Policy Map reflects the 2040 growth area which is consistent with the
current orderly annexation agreement between the City and Township. The Transition Area, as identified in the County Land Use Plan and
on the Township Policy Map, shall be managed in accordance with policies in the County Plan. The Orderly Annexation Agreement contains
additional land use provision:
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Notwithstanding Policy 2, no additional density above that provided for in the 1 per 40 Option shall be permitted in the
Orderly Annexation Area.
Expansion of existing feedlots is not permitted.
Existing non-conforming commercial or industrial uses shall not be permitted to expand.
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DAHLGREN TOWNSHIP POLICIES
Water Resources
Dahlgren Township is located in the Bevens Creek, Carver Creek, and Chaska Creek Watersheds. Carver County is the water authority for these watersheds and is required to
prepare and implement a water plan which addresses surface water and groundwater issues. The Carver County Land Use Plan also addresses standouts, policies, and
guidelines for protection of natural resources. The Township is required to adopt a Local Water Management Plan that complies with the Watershed Plan.
TOWNSHIP POLICY WR-1

Dahlgren Township hereby adopts the Carver County Water Management Organization (CCWMO) Water Management Plan; this plan serves
as the Township’s Local Surface Water Management Plan. The CCWMO Watershed Management Plan will be updated in 2018.

Parks, Open Space, and Trails
TOWNSHIP POLICY POST-1

Dahlgren Township developed and opened Dahlgren Township Memorial Park in 2015 in the location of the former Township Hall to honor
former Township residents that have passed away. The Township shall be in charge of the maintenance of this park.

TOWNSHIP POLICY POST-2

Dahlgren Township acknowledges that the Metropolitan Council’s Regional Park Policy Plan identifies the Carver North/South Regional Trail
with a potential future alignment within the Township. The establishment of any future trail alignment will result from a master plan
process done in cooperation with Dahlgren Township, Carver County, and others. No areas for a future park or trail shall be developed or
acquired through condemnation. The Township prefers any trail development to be placed along County Highways or as annexation
happens.

TOWNSHIP POLICY POST-3

Dahlgren Township acknowledges that the Metropolitan Council’s Regional Park Policy Plan identifies the Miller Park Search Area with a
potential future location within the Township. The establishment of any future park or search area refinement will result from a master
plan process done in cooperation with Dahlgren Township, Carver County, and others. No areas for a future park shall be developed or
acquired through condemnation. The Township prefers any park development to be done in coordination with annexation of the land into
a City.

TOWNSHIP POLICY POST-4

Dahlgren Township acknowledges the Metropolitan Council’s Regional Park Policy Plan shows a regional Trail along the Twin Cities &
Western (TCW) rail corridor. The establishment of any such regional trail would not occur until the TCW corridor was no longer used as an
active rail line or an agreement was reached for parallel trail use. The development of a trail master plan would not occur until there is a
change in the operation of the rail corridor which would support a trail. At this time, the Township supports the use of the corridor as an
active rail line into the foreseeable future.
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DAHLGREN TOWNSHIP POLICIES
Transportation
Dahlgren Township’s transportation system consists of County and State Highways and Township roads (see map). The Township is responsible for the planning, construction,
and maintenance of the Township road system, while the County and State are responsible for their respective systems. The primary function of local roads is to provide
access to individual parcels of land and to move traffic to the collector system. The purpose of the collectors is to collect traffic from the local roads and to provide access to
individual parcels of property. The principal function of the arterials is to move traffic to destinations outside the Township and to provide for connections to the regional
system. In a rural area such as Dahlgren Township, the arterials also perform a secondary function of providing access to individual parcels of property.
TOWNSHIP POLICY TR-1

The Township’s primary responsibility is the maintenance and improvement of the Township road system as shown on the Policy Map and
as provided by statute. The Township road system will be maintained at a level consistent with the need to serve the agricultural economy
and residential development at densities provided in the Land Use element. Improvements will be made only to maintain or attain that
level of service. The road system consists of those roads identified as Township roads on the Dahlgren Township Policy Map. The system
may be modified by additions or deletions to the system made on the official town road map, as recorded in the Office of the County
Recorder or other appropriate Township action.

TOWNSHIP POLICY TR-2

Alternatives should be investigated in cases where the approval of a change in land use would raise traffic on a gravel road substantially
above 200 ADT. Individual land uses that will generate high levels of traffic and/or heavy vehicle traffic will be discourage and may be
required to participate in the upgrading of facilities.

TOWNSHIP POLICY TR-3

Dahlgren Township does not foresee the need for the construction of any new roads on the Township system. The Township’s primary
concern is the maintenance and improvement (when necessary) of the town road system. If new roads are needed to provide service to
new development, these roads will be constructed solely at the expense of the developer. Such roads shall meet Township and County
standards for local roads or a higher standard if the road will be of a higher classification as shown in the County Transportation Plan. The
Township will not accept these as public roads. These roads will be maintained and repaired by a homeowner’s association or similar entity
consisting of the land owners served by the road. However, the Township may accept a new road if it connects to an existing public road at
either end.
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DAHLGREN TOWNSHIP POLICY MAP
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