
Aquatic Vegetation Monitoring  
Carver County Water 

Management Organization  



Purpose  
»Observe health of aquatic macrophyte 

communities  

»Establish richness baseline to help identify 

new infestations  

 

»Other benefits include:   

» Specimen collection  

» Internal plant database  

» Drive management decisions  

»May uncover new AIS  



Procedure  

»Procedure follows methods outlined by 

MNDNR (Perleberg  et al 2015)  

» Create point intercept map  

» Navigate to each site  

»Measure depth and note sediment  

» Snag vegetation  

»Double sided rake  

» Identify different species  

» Classify vegetation abundance  



»Follow classifications outlined by MNDNR 

(Perleberg  et al 2015)  

1. Taxa not collected on the sampling rake  

2. Sparse, few specimens on the sampling rake  

3. Common, species abundant on the sampling 

rake , but not matted at the surface  

4. Abundant, species matted at or near the 

surface  

Abundance Classifications  



2016 Sample Lakes  

»Assumption Lake  

»Benton Lake  

»Brickyard Lake  

»Maria Lake  

»Reitz Lake 

 

https://carver.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=752f5ae07f4f4ca2b47ac5961840247a
https://carver.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=33158888833d4fc6b74ec5c314b3c865
https://carver.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=964fd6e3cfed4d159a3ddf1648435305
https://carver.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=66a14a8c5824461281cb480417d15f17
https://carver.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a15518e80beb419fa0ad7d14ff0e1930


Cool Findings in 2016  

» Invasive aquatic vegetation was NOT 

found in 2 of the lakes we sampled  

 

 



Uncool Finding in 2016  

»We didnõt find a single submerged 

aquatic macrophyte in Benton Lake  


